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This report is confidential under the provisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cannot

be released.
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Reason for Review,

Senate Bill No. 1147, now known as Act 33 was signed by Governor Rendell on July 3,
2008 and went into effect 180 days [vom that date, December 30, 2008. This Act amends
the Child Protective Services Law (CPSL) and sets standards for reviewing and reporting
child fatality and near child fatality as a result of suspected child abuse. DPW must
conduct child fatality and near fatality review and provide a wrillen report on any child
fatality or ncar fatatity where child abuse is suspected.

1. Family Constellation.

Name Relationship Date of Birth
Flena Ramos-Panzullo Deceased Child 2/18/01
= Mother 7
Father of deceased child unknown
Halfl - brother ‘992
Halfl — sister 2007

Notification of Fatality:

On 4/11/09, the reporting source made the report to ChildLine about eight year old
Etena with the information that [l received from the . was
afraid to call this in for fear of rctaliation from the child’s mother. reported that

the child had g The child died of a serious blood infection and a heart
attack. [EseEal claimed in the past, when the child was sick, the mother would take the
child to the hospltat right away. This time the mother did not take the child to the
hospital until her fever was 105 degrees. The mother refused an autopsy and is having
the child cremated on Tuesday 4/14/09. — also claimed that [ knows that the
mother did not give the child the medication she required. The case was registered for
medical neglect resulting in a physical condition (death) based on the allegations
presested.

_ Accoz dmg to Delaware LOU!][}’ Chlld]en and Youth Social worker
e vervisor, PERRSRERIERERER. the child was very ||
Thls re 0;t was not L&”Cd in to ChsIdme b
) o1 § E o FER :
of death because the hospitals felt there was no foui pan nor neglect.

and

he Was
at the time

2. Documents Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed,

For this review the SERO reviewed the family’s files ‘md lhc com )]ctc Delaware
County Chlldlbﬂ & Youih case hlc SEROmtei viewed 21 R e

Delawate C Ounty Chll(hen and Youth socmi worker, e , county
caseworkers who provided direct in-home services to this family. A fatality review was
not conducted by the county. The case was within 20 days of the report.

, the

Case Chronology:

'.f,g.




Previous CY involvement:
The [dmlly has been known to the county since 2/10/03 for a . case involving

d as the victim child, and his mother. The case was but the
family was opened for services. The family was provided Services to Children in their
Own Home (SCOH), parent educalion, and consultation with medical professionals.

Case closed in 5/12/04.

9/28/04 -The County reopencd services for the family, JJill for improper -
supervision of Elena, * child’s mother, has a history of & and

B, Thc agency put SCOH in )i'u,c to stabilize the family functioning and fo
ensure Elena s safety. Elena h'm g , was i *
and would continuc to have s :'-.; RN B . The SCOH services were in place to
insure that Elena anc EBER were receiving proper supervision and medical care.
continued to have problems in school.

In 2005 - The mother re ucstcd s

et o c L he family pamupa(ed in
to pi event ptaccment oi (he thldi en. Mother had difficulty getting Elena into school to
meet her needs and [EE continued to have behavioral problems in school.
I December 2006 - the mother had also been in an auto accident and it was
reported that - her son, was being given the res Jonszbthty to care for his sister,
Elena. While being checked for this accidk ' . found out th was

was born on

April 23, 2007.

On May 2, 2007 - |8 was hospitalized due to [ incident by her father. The
mother was injured at the same time due lo domestic violence. PFA order was obtained
and _ father was no longer in the home. |[JRR father was amested and

mmcarcerated for the assault on the mother.
’?/25/08- BN \vais involved

10/31/08 -

Circumstances of Child’s Fatality or Near Fatality:

Elen

a had muliiple hos )1[31:&“10115 thiough out hei shm t l;fe _ She was l '
{. She had |§ I i I

) Child received her Specia! medical

services through |
On 4/5/09 the molhel reported that Elena was out of sorts and coming down with
something. She then saw what she described as a “horrible look on her face.™ She noticed




that the child’s fect were blue and child was cold (o touch. She called 911. The EMS
performed CPR on Elena. She was taken to Chester Crozier Medical Center. Elena was
in vas rwwcd and air lifted to CHOP. The child’s condition deteriorated
and there was |g Bl Child was put on _ Her q
The doclors at g 'hkL,d the mother to consider removing the child from
4 The mother could not make this decision at this time. Child was continued on
, but the mother did agree with a “do not resuscitate order.”
The soual worker was kept up to date from the mother. She wanted the social worker to
know what was happening up to the end. The mother called to fet her know her difficult
decisions. The social worker went to the hospital to support her even though there were
mulftiple family and friends there also.
Elena died at 5:55am 4/6/09. There was no indication at the hospital that this

incident was anything bul death by natural causes. The musu)f dedth was“Gran

ive Rod Sepsis.” The mother was told that the | R T

According to {, this

\V as

i gl - 1he child was plOV!ded with good care by
the mother, the child was not malnouushe(l and there were no signs of abuse or neglect.
There was no delay in the response by the mother for medical care ol the child.

It must be noted that neither hospital, CC\fIC nor CHOP I )mied thl? as a
suspicious death from suspected abuse, ' :

gl The County was aware of the mother’s Imlony of drug use, and did not observe
any indications of current use.

Statutory and Regulatory Compliance issues:

Due to the multiple problems in this family, Delaware County CYS provided services for
the family trom 2004 to present.
¢ The county’s family file was kept up to date on all Family Service Plans and Risk
Assessments. As the need would arise, there would be a revision of the FSP,
¢ The notes of the family contacts were always noted whether it was a phone
contacl, face to face, home visit or an office visit,
o All of the medical reports for Elena were kept and reports of her ongoing
condition are noted in the file.

County Strengths and Deficiencies;

Strengths-with regard to compliance, statutes, regulations and services to children and
families: The county social worker was very involved with the family. She kept the file
up fo date and recorded all contacts. The notes were kept to show all doctor visits for
Elena, her hospitalizations, and the child’s over all well being.




The social worker worked very closely with this family as evidenced by the calls that the
mother made to her during Elena’s [inal hospitalization. d was asking for

- support while having (o make the difficult decisions for her child. The social worker was
there to support her through this time.

Recommendations for changes at the Local {County) Levels:

This child death was not a result of child abuse. Both the hospitals, CCMC and CHOP
reported that the mother did not neglect nor abuse Elena. She was given the care needed
by her mother.




