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Reason for Review. 
Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill became effective on 
December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As part of .Act 33 of 2008, DPW must conduct a. review 
and provide a written repol:t of all cases of suspected child abuse that res·ult in a child fatality or near 
fatality. Tlus written repott must be completed as soon as possible but no later than six months after the date 
the report was registered with ClilldLine for investigation. 

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a report of clilld 
abuse involving a clilld fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status detennination has not been made 
regarding the report widun 30 days of the oral report to ClilldLine. Delaware County has convened a review 
team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008 related to tlus report on 11/28/2012. · 

Family Constellation: 
Name Relationslup Date of Birtl1 

Tyreece Charlow Victim child 01/04/2006 
REDACTED mother REDACTED /1982 
REDACTED father REDACTED /1978 
REDACTED uncle (guardian) REDACTED /1974 
REDACTED sister REDACTED /2012
REDACTED COUSin REDACTED /2004
REDACTED Maternal grandmother REDACTED /1957

* REDACTED biological mother did not reside in the same household as Tyreece as well as Tyreece's sister,
REDACTED. 
* REDACTED biological father did not reside in the same household as Tyreece.  
* REDACTED, Tyreece's cousin did not reside in the same household as Tyreece; but due to her father having
50/50 custody of her she was there often.  
* REDACTED matenal grandother is where REDACTED reside.   

· Notification of Fatality: 
On 11/2/2012 Delaware County received a call REDACTED concerning Tyreece Charlow. According to the 
report the REDACTED, was babysitting Tyreece and disciplined Tyreece with a belt. Tyreece fell and 
hit his head.  REDACTED put Tyreece to bed. Later thattl1~t night, Tyreece had blood coming frombloo~ro1nhis mouth and 
was taken to the emergency room. At 5:19 am Tyreece was pronounced dead and REDACTED was arrested. · 

Summary of DPW Child Fatality Review Activities: 
··~ The Southeast Region Office of Children, Youth and Families obtained and reviewed all current and past caseohtain~d_andp~st cas~ 

records pertaining  to the REDACTED family. Follow up interviews were conducted with the 
Caseworker REDACTED on November 14, 2012. The regional office also participated in the County 
Internal Fatality Review Team meetings on November 14 2012 and after the meeting further discussed 
circumstances of the fatality with Caseworker REDACTED and Deputy Administrator 
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Previous CY involvement: 
No previous Children and Youth involvement.
 
Circumstances of Child's Fatality:
Victim child was disciplined on 11/1/2012 because the child would not cooperate in picking out his clothes for 
the next day.  REDACTED said he picked out a belt and struck the child several times; he then picked out 
a wider belt and began striking the 6-year-old with the larger belt.  REDACTED was holding 
the victim child's hands, the child fell and hit his head.  REDACTED put the child to bed thinking that the
child was okay.  Later that night when REDACTED checked on him, the child had blood coming from his 
mouth.  REDACTED was arrested on 11/2/2012.  REDACTED was Tyreece's sole caretaker at the
time of Tyreece's death.  Tyreece was residing with REDACTED for approximately 2 to 3 years, a plan the family
 made due to mother not having stable housing and Tyreece allegedly being burned by a paramour of his
mother.  

On 11/2/2012 REDACTED contacted Delaware County stating that on 11/1/2012 Victim 
child was taken to the Emergency Room at Crozer Chester Medical Center at 4:30 am by REDACTED, his 
uncle, and child was pronounced dead at 5:19am. . 
Child's death was ruled a homicide and REDACTED was charged with First Degree Murder, Third Degree 
Murder, Aggravated Assault, Unlawful Restraint Resulting in Serious Bodily Injury, and Endangering the Welfare 
of a Child. Child sustained injuries all over his body, these injuries includes: bruises to the REDACTED. 

Tyreece also had 
defense wounds to his arms.  Due to the severity of injuries/fatality of child and medical evidence this report
was REDACTED REDACTED. 

Current Status of Case: 
• 	~as Tyreece Charlow's death was ruled a Homicide. 

REDACTED reside with mother. 
• · On 10/8/2013 Delaware 

 
Co. reported  

. 	
that the hearing was held on June 27, 2013 and REDACTED pled

no contest to Murder 3rd Degree, Possession of an Instrument of Crime, Endangering the Welfare 
                   Child, and Unlawful Restraint of a Minor Risk of bodily injury.  REDACTED.Ri~W:y. 

• 	 On 10/8/2013 Delaware Co. reported that REDACTED was moved to REDACTED Correctional   
Facility on August 23, 2013.  

County Strengths and Deficiencies as identified by the County's Near Fatality Report: 

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a· review when a report of child 
abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status determination has not been made. 



-4-

regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to ChildLine. Delaware County convened a review team 
on Noven:iber 28, 2012 in accordance with Act 33 of 2008 related to this report. 

• 	 Strengths: 
• 	 Timely and well done investigation. 

• 	 Deficiencies: 
• 	 None noted 

• ·. 	 Recommendations for Change at the Local Level: 
• 	 None noted 

• 	 Recommendations for Change at the State Level: 
• 	 The county supports an expansion on mandated reporters, including those who come into contact with 

any child, such as karate instructors or other involved in recreational activities with children. 

Department Review of County Internal Report: 
Delaware County's report was received and the Regional Office has· reviewed it. This report was received 
March 18, 2013. · · 

Department of Public Welfare Findings:. 

• 	County Strengths: 
Del~ware _C~ooty Delaware County did an acceptable a~ceptable job with the investigation. th~on. It was very detailed and they were 
persistent in investigating why Tyreece stayed With REDACTED,, and not his mother. _ 

• 	 County Weaknesses:  
None noted  

• 	 Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance: ·  
None noted ·  

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations: 

It would be beneficial if agencies/ facilities that have involvement with children in social and recreational 
settings were aware of reporting/being a mandated reporter in regards to abuse of a child. Training ~uch 

·. organiZations to ·recognize the signs of abuse would have possibly prevented the fatalitY of  Tyreece Charlow. 




