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Reason for Review:

Senate Bill 1147, Printer’s Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill
became effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As part of Act
33 of 2008, DPW must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of
suspected child abuse that result in a child fatality or near fatality. This written report
must be completed as soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the
report was registered with ChildLine for investigation.

- Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review
when a report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when
a status determination has not been made regarding the repott within 30 days of the oral
report to ChildLine. Philadelphia County has convened a review team in accordance
with Act 33 of 2008 related to this report on December 21, 2012,

Family Constellation:

Name . Relationship | Date of Birth -

Dashawn Harris Victim Child 08/19/2007
Mother 1989
Brother : 2009
Mother’s Paramour 1987
Father : 1987

I is o b1010g1ca1 father of both Dashawn - Harris; ||

did not live in the home with his children and their mother

Notification of Fatalitv:

On December 1, 2012 the Philadelphia Department of Human Services (DHS) recelved a
- report concerning victim child Dashawn Harris. The incident was described by the
reporting source, . The reporting source was
the home of Dashawn Harris, the reporting source
; the reporting source was notified by the
that Dashawn was in cardiac arrest. Dashawn was found on the third floor of the home.

Dashawn was pronounced dead at 1:34 AM by Doctor

Documents Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed:

The Southeast Region Office of Children, Youth and Families obtained and reviewed the
Philadelphia DHS case record pertaining to the death of Dashawn Harris. The case
record included interviews with non-household members, father, paternal aunt (who was
a neighbor of Dashawn’s), and paternal grandmother.




" Previous CY involvement:

Family was not known to DHS prior to this incident.

Circumstances of Child’s Fatality:

In the early morning of December 1, 2012 the Philadelphia Fire Department. (PFD)
paramedics were summoned via a 01:10AM 911 called to the home where Dashawn

Harris lived with his brother, , his mother, , and his '
‘mother’s paramour, . The PFD had been advised = '
that it appeared Dashawn was in cardiac arrest. On arrival

to the home at 01:18 AM, the paramedic was directed to the third floor of the home

where he found the — Dashawn whose

I CPR had been initiated but Dashawn appeared to be deceased.

Dashawn’s mother told [l that around 4:00 PM on November 30, 2012, Dashawn
came home with his friends who told her that Dashawn had been in a bicycle accident
and he had bruises all over his body. She said that she laid him down and when she
checked on him at 01:10AM this morning she found him unresponsive and called 911.
. The paramedic brought Dashawn to the ambulance and transported him along with his
mother to Hahnemann Hospital. At the hospital mother told staff that Dashawn had been
.in a car accident. Hospital staff advised mother that the bruising on Dashawn was
inconsistent with her claim of being caused by a car accident; that the bruises were at
various stages indicating they were done at different times. Mother denied that she or
anyone else abused her child. contacted ChildLine and provided additional
information including several scratches, contusions and abrasions on Dashawn’s body as
well as || | NG - so during the exam at the hospital it was |
noted that child’s shirt was wet. Mother’s explanation for the wet shirt is that she dunked
him in water as she tried to revive him while she waited for the ambulance after calling
911. Dr. | 2iso noted that the paramedic indicated that at the home as he was
preparing to intubate, Dashawn’s pupils were dilated which indicated that neurologic
death had already occurred. Dashawn’s injuries are suspicious, Philadelphia Police
~ Department was notified. Subsequently, DHS was notified.

After being questioned by police detectives, the mother admitted that Dashawn had been

beaten by her paramour, , while Dashawn was being home schooled by
i said that she heard beating Dashawn during his lesson but it

didn’t sound like he was breaking any bones; she said that she and beat
Dashawn regularly since his kindergarten home schooling began. said that she
would hit Dashawn sometimes but that she could not hit hard enough so would

beat him the most. When questioned by police, || | | | QJREEE s2id that during his
home school phonics lesson, Dashawn would not give the correct answer which made
ﬂ. IR bt Dashawn with a bélt, but when Dashawn would not stand
still, punched him in the chest about five times. When Dashawn got stuck on
the word “sad”, ] began punching him again. At that point |J Il said that




Dashawn fell to the floor and his eyes went real low you could see he was breathing, but
it looked like he was going to pass out. |JJJJ Il said that he and [l put Dashawn
in the shower and splashed water in his face. When'that did not seem to arouse Dashawn,
they used a hair drier on his stomach again trying to revive him, after getting no response,
they put him to bed. [l said that they called 911 when they found Dashawn
unresponsive around 01:10 AM on December 1, 2012. Both

were taken into police Custody on December 1, 2012. Surviving

sibling, 3—year-old _ was examined at the hospltal and determined to be a
well child with no injuries.

Current / most recent status of case:

The DHS investigation and medical documents reveal adequate information for this case
to be signed confessions in this
matter. Dashawn’s manner of death was ruled a Homicide by the Philadelphia Medical
Examiner’s Office. Dashawn’s immediate cause of death is: Multiple Blunt Impact
Trauma to Torso, Head/Face/Neck and Extremities.

Multiple Blunt Impact Traumas to Torso

Blunt Impact Trauma to head/face/neck .

SR ——

Blunt Impact to Extremities

I < charged with:

e Murder
e Endangering Welfare of Children-Parent/Guardian/Other Commits Offense




e Conspiracy Murder
o Possible Instrument of Crime W/Intent
o Recklessly Endangering Another Person

is being held at ||| G Conectlonal Facility, _

, awaiting trial.

5 being held at the

awaiting trial.

was seen by a DHS SW and determmed to have a healing injury above his
-right eye. told the DHS SW did it.” contacted ChildLine to
initiate a report in reference to injury naming as the alleged

perpetrator. was also scheduled for a forensic 1nterv1ew as there is concern that
he may have witnessed his brother’s murder. :

I s in the custody of his father, T o v

and living in a boarding home at the time of the murder, but with the help of DHS SW, he
is now living temporarily with his aunt in a home cleared by DHS. was
provided with services for and himself; those services include: with
working with for housing and transitioning to a full time father,
for both

failed to cooperate with the services provided by DHS; as a result,
was taken into custody by DHS on March 28, 2013 and is currently in foster
care. is scheduled to have weekly supervised two hours visits, but he has not
been compliant with those visits. [JJJJJlf has had no visits with his mother the decision
to initiate visits with his mother will be made by ||| | | | | | | I 1o provides N

Attempts to determine__the due date for || | | I nborm baby have not been
successful as the prison system does not allow this information to be disclosed over the
phone. To obtain this information one must appear at the prison w1th the proper
credentials. DHS will be notified when the baby is born.

County Strengths and Deficiencies as identified bv the County’s Fatality Report:

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review
when a report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when
a status determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral
report to ChildLine. Philadelphia County has convened a review team in accordance with
Act 33 0of 2008 related to this report. '

o Strengths:




Upon receiving the 1nformat10n about Dashawn’s death, DHS responded

immediately to ensure the safety of the surviving sibling, |l Although

I -5 cxamined and determined to be “well”, the DHS SW was able to

determine that he had a healing injury which was determined to have been

inflicted by the perpetrator. That discovery led to a || naming [N
as the victim child. :

Deficiencies:
No deficiencies identified.

Recommendations for Change at the Local Level: :

The Team recommends that a representative from the Philadelphia School Dlstnct
be included on the Act 33 Team.

The Team also recommends that the Phlladelphla School District make known the

specific requirements for home schooling children in Philadelphia.

Recommendations for Change at the State Level:
None

De‘narfment Review of County Internal Report:

The Department concurs with the recommendations as discussed at the Act 33 meeting
on December 21, 2012.

Departmenf of Public Welfare Findings:

County Strengths: _ ' ,

The county did a very thorough job in determining the father’s suitability to care
for his surviving son. It appears the county recognized father’s limitations and
provided the necessary services to allow father to be prepared for the sudden
change of caring for his son full time.

County Weaknesses:
No weaknesses identified.

Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance:
No areas of non-compliance identified.

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations:

The De'partfnent recommends that the county follow through on the engagement of the
Philadelphia School District for the Act 33 Team and in discussions related to home
schoohng requirements.






