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Reason for Review: 

Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. 
The bill became effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 
2008. As part of Act 33 of 2008, DPW must conduct a review and provide a 
written report of all cases of suspected child abuse that resu'lt in a child fatality or 
near fatality.· This written report must be completed as soon as possible but no 
later than six months after the date the report was registered with Childline for 
investigation. 

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene· a 
review when a report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is 
indicated or when a status determination has not been made regarding the report 
within 30 days of the oral report to Childline. Northampton County has not 
convened a review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008 related to this report. 
The agency has determined that the incident that occurred was not due to child 
abuse and the investigation concluded within 30 days. 

Family Constellation: 

Name: Relationship: Date of Birth: 

Victim child (VC) 7/3/11 
Mother (MO) 1 
Father (FA) 8 
Maternal grandmother (MGM) 1 
Maternal grandfather (MGF) 
Maternal Uncle (M. Uncle) 

Notification of Child (Near) Fatality: 

A referral was received by Northampton County Department of Human Services 
Children Youth and Families Division on 8/5/11 alleging that the victim child was 
at the H I ER with a The victim child may also have 

The victim child's father 
reported that on 8/5/11 the victim child was in his stroller unrestrained. The victim 
child fell out of the stroller and down four steps. The victim ·child was in the 
father's care when the incident occurred. The victim ild is certified to be in 
critical condition. The victim child was transferred to H ital, 

The doctors believe that the child's injury was due to It is 
unknown why the child was not secured. It is unknown where the victim child's 
mother was at the time of the incident. The doctor expects the victim child to live. 
There is no 
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Summary of DPW Child (Near) Fatality Review Activities: 

investigation was conducted by the county 
agency. The Northeast Regional Office of Children Youth and Families (NERO) 
investigation consisted of a review of the .. file, review of the victim child's 
medical records, and interviews with Northampton County Department of Human 
Services, Children and Youth Division staff regarding the child. 

Summary of Services to Family: 

The family actively participates in services through is a 
voluntary parenting education service that the family has been involved in since 
the mother was pregnant with the victim child. - provides parenting 
services and helps connect the family to community resources. 

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 

Mother and her family do not have a history with any child welfare agency. 

Circumstances of Child (Near) Fatality and Related Case Activity: 

On 8/5/11 Northampton County Department of Human Services, Children, Youth 
and Families Division received a ort indicating that the victim child was taken 
to - Hospital with a The victim child's fath~r reported that the 
victim child was in a stroller unrestrained. The victim child fell out of the stroller 
and down four steps. The victim child was with his father at time of incident. The 
victim child is certified to be in critical condition. The victim child is bein 
transferred to Hos ital. The victim child was 

, the agency received a CY-47 
report Hospital stating that the victim child's 
mother and father were at hospital together. Mother reports that they were 
leaving a friend's house when the injury occurred. Child was in a stroller 
unrestrained when he fell down four stairs, striking the right side of his head 
against the father's shin. 

On 8/5/11 Northampton County Department of Human Services, Children, Youth 
and Families Division interviewed the victim child's father. The father stated that 
he and the victim child's mother went to visit a friend that lived a few blocks 
away. They stayed at the friend's home for a little while playing video games. 
While at the home the mother changed the child's diaper and then put him in his 
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car seat to take a nap. The mother did not strap the victim child in because they 
were not going anywhere. When the family was getting ready to leave they 
snapped the car seat into the stroller. The father assumed that the victim child 
was strapped in. The father and his friend carried the stroller down the steps. The 
mother stated that the child fell through the front of the stroller. The father put his 
leg out and tried to catch the victim child with his hands. The victim child hit the 
father's leg and rolled down to the ground landing on the step in front of him. The 
victim child cried a lot. The father picked the victim child up and took him back 
into the residence. The father noticed a welt on the child's head. The father 
proceeded to take his shoes off and run back to his home. The mother called the 
victim child's maternal grandmother to get the car ready to take the child to the 
hospital. The parents did not call 911 due to their proximity to the hospital and 
the belief that the family could drive the victim child to the hospital quicker than 
the 911 res nse time. The rents were told that th were unsure if the victim 
child 

(victim child's pediatrician) and 
to further assess the family. The incident was 

determined to be accidental. 

There are no criminal charges pending. The case has been closed. The family 
does not require any services from the agency. 

Current Case Status: 

• 
• The case has not been accepted for services. 

County Strengths and Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as 
Identified by the County's Child (Near) Fatality Report: 

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a 
review when a report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is 
indicated or when a status determination has not been made regarding the report 
within 30 days of the oral report to Child line. Northampton County has riot 
convened a review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008 related to this report 
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the 
investigation concluded within 30 days. 

Department Review of County Internal Report: 

The County was not required to com lete an internal report because the child's 
injuries were not a result While the victim child did sustain a 
serious physical injury the incident was accidental in nature and not caused by 
an act or failure to act 

Department of Public Welfare Findings: . 

• 	 County Strengths: The agency assessed the safety and risk of the 
children as required. The child was deemed to be safe in the ·care of his 
parents. 

• 	 County Weaknesses: There are no areas of concern at this time. 
• 	 Statutory and Regulatory Areas of non compliance: The agency was 

in full compliance with statutory and regulatory laws. 

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations: 

The Department does not have any recommendations at this time. 




