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REPORT ON THE FATALITY OF

Orion Conway

DATE OF BIRTH: 12/14/2011
DATE OF DEATH: 04/08/2012

FAMILY NOT KNOWN TO:
Luzerne County Children and Youth

REPORT FINALIZED: 10/5/2012

This report is confidential under the provisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cannot be released. (23 PA.
C.S. § 6340) : '
Unauthorized release is prohibited under penalty of law. (23 Pa. C.S. § 6349(b))




Reason for Review

Senate Bill No. 1147, now known as Act 33 was signed on July 3, 2008 and went into effect 180
days from that date, December 30, 2008. This Act amends the Child Protective Services Law
(CPSL) and sets standards for reviewing and reporting child fatality and child near-fatality as a
result of suspected child abuse. DPW must conduct child fatality and near fatality reviews and
provide a written report on any child fatality or near fatality where child abuse is suspected.

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that County children and youth agencies convene a review when a
report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated, or when a status
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to
ChildLine. Luzerne County has not convened a review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008
related to this report. :

Family Constellation:

Name , Relationship Date of Birth
Orion Conway Child 12/14/2011
Mother
Father

Notification of Fatality/Near Fatality

On April 7, 2012, Luzeme County Children and Youth received a call from the ||| | | | N
after the 4-month-old child was transported via ambulance to Geisinger

Wyoming Valley Hospital unresponsive and in cardiac arrest. The child was then life flighted to

Geisinger Hospital Danville. The child had ||| |GG - d

- The child was - and ultimately died on April 8, 2012. The parents both stated

that the child was in his swing and his eyes were half open so they sought help. The cause of

death was not determined pending the results of the autopsy.

Summary of DPW Child Fatality Review Activities:

The Northeast Regional Office reviewed the Luzerne County Children and Youth case record
and spoke with the casework supervisor and manager. The regional office will be present for the
Act 33 meeting to be held on October 11, 2012.

Summary of Services to the Family

Children and Youth involvement prior to Incident:

Although the child died while with his parents visiting relatives in Wilkes-Barre, PA (Luzerne
County), the family resided in Philadelphia. The parents returned to their home in Philadelphia
shortly after the child’s death. The family was not known to either Philadelphia DHS or Luzerne
County Children and Youth.




Circumstances of child’s fatality and related case activity:

The parents and child were visiting relatives in Luzerne County when the incident occurred. The
parents both stated that the child was in his swing and his eyes were half open so they sought

help. indicate that the child had
, which eventually led to Nl To date, the cause of death has not been

determined pending the autopsy results. The victim child was the parents’ only child.

Current/Most Recent Status of Case:

The mother and father continue to reside in Philadelphia. The ||| | | | SN v 25 completed
on May 9, 2012. The agency’s | | | JEEEEEEE is pcnding the criminal investigation. The

- criminal investigation is pending the coroner’s determination of the cause of death. It has been
reported that the coroner is awaiting the receipt of the child’s birth records before determining a
cause of death.

County Strengths and Deficiencies as Identified by the County’s Fatality Report:

County Strengths: Unknown; the county has not held an Act 33 Meeting regarding this case as
of the writing of this report.

County Weaknesses: Unknown; no county report completed.

County recommendations for changes at the local (County or State) levels as identified in
County’s near fatality report: Unknown; no county report completed.

Department of Public'Welfare Findings:

County Strengths: The county agency assessed the safety of the other children residing in the
relative’s home in Wilkes-Barre and contacted Philadelphia DHS to determine if the family was
known to the county agency. The county agency also obtained a court order to obtain the child’s
birth and pediatric records in an effort to help expedite the coroner making a determination of the
cause of death.

County Weaknesses: Despite repeated discussion regardiné holding timely Act 33 meetings, the
county agency just recently secured a chairperson and has scheduled an Act 33 meeting
regarding this case.

Statutory and Regulatory Compliance Issues: Act 33 meetlngs are not being held within the
required timeframes.






