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R.EPORT‘ON THE NEAR FATALITY OF:
BORN: August 30,2010
- DATE OF NEAR FATALITY: February 3, 2011

' THE FAMILY WAS NOT KNOWN TO LUZERNE COUNTY CHILDREN AND YOUTH.

DATE: July6,2011 |

" This 1eport is conﬁdentlal under the provisions of the Chlld P1 otective Services Law and cannot be
released.
- (23 Pa.C.S. Sectlon 6340)

Unauthorlzed release is prohibited under penalty of law
(23 Pa.C.S. 6349 (b)) '




Reason for Review:

Senate Bill 1147, Printer’s Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill became
effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As part of Act 33 of 2008,
DPW must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse
that result in a child fatahty or near fatality. This written report must be completed as soon as
possible but no later than six months after the date the report was reglstered with ChildLine for
investigation.

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a
report of child abuse involving a child fatality.or near fatality is indicated or when a status
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to
ChildLine. Luzerne County convened a review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008 related
to this report on March 31, 2011. . :

Family Constellation:

Name Relationship Date of Birth -
- Victim Child 8/30/2010
Mother - 1988
Father of - 1984
Maternal Half Sibling . 2009
Maternal Half Sibling 2008

Father of ||| | | 1988

Notification of Fatality:

_ On February 4, 201 1, | made a referral to ChildLine -
regarding . was brought to the Emergency Room in Cardiac Arrest after -
the child’s mother called 911. When the paramedics arrived at the child’s home, the child was

unresponsive and had a weak pulse. The child was life flighted to Lehigh Valley Hospital and
_ was found to have multiple injuries including ,

: . The child
was in critical condition at the time and it was suspected that he may die. The injuries were -
suspected to be caused from abuse. "

Documents RevieWed and Individuals Interviewed:

The family was not k.nown to the county children and youth agency prior to this report. The
Child Protective Services (CPS) Investigation was conducted by the county agency. The
regional office communicated with the CPS Supervisor throughout the course of the .
investigation and the CPS file was reviewed by the regional office. ’

Case Chronology:

After receipt of the referral by the Luzerne County Office of Children, Youth and Families, the
police




- of the two children and they went to reside with him in South Carolina. A

.referral was made to South Carolina to assess the family for possible services.

The mother and father of the victim child and his two half siblings had recently relocated from
Florida to Luzerne County. They initially resided with the father’s mother and then moved into a
place of their own. The victim child was born premature in Florida and had been in the |||
B <o over 2 month prior to moving to Pennsylvania. The family had some
involvement in Florida with the Child Welfare System on the intake level. The first referral in
February, 2008 was due to the mother testing positive for marijuana during her pregnancy with
her first child. The second referral in September, 2008 was due to the mother fracturing her
wrist as a result of punching the wall during an argument with the father of the victim child’s
half siblings. Both reports were closed at the intake level. There were no referrals regarding the
victim child. '

The victim child was treated at Lehigh Valley Hospital and was diagnosed with severe traumatic
injuries consistent with non-accidental trauma. - The child’s specific injuries were

‘mother admitted to law enforcement that she shook the child; however, both mother and father
were unable to provide a plausible explanation for all of the child’s injuries.

Circumstances of Child’s Fatality or Near Fatality:

The child’s father stated that the child was normally fussy, has reflux problems and was
premature. According to the father, he heard the child scream when he was watching T.V. and
went to console the child. The father stated that the child went limp in his arms so he put the
child on the floor and began CPR while the mother called 911.

When the paramedics arrlved at the child’s home, the child was unresponsive and had a weak
pulse. The child was brought to the Emergency Room in Cardiac Arrest and was subsequently
life flighted to Lehigh Valley Hospital where he was found to have multiple injuries including-

_ The mother admitted to law enforcement that she had shook the '

- child; however, neither parent was able to prov1de plausible explanat1ons for all of the child’s
‘ 1nJur1es - -

 On February 4, 2011, the mother was arrested and charged with child endangerment, aggravated -
assault, arid simple assault. She continues to be incarcerated. The criminal case involving the *
father continues under investigation.

Current / Most Recent Status‘ Of Case:

‘The CPS mvest1gat1on was completed on March g, 2011. The ch11d’s mother and father were
both INDICATED for physical abuse as a result of ||l voexplained near-fatal i 1nJur1es

On February 4, 2011, the mother was arrested and incarcerated on charges related to the injuries
her son sustained wh11e in her care. The initial preliminary heanng was continued by the District
Attorney’s office. :




The case was accepted for services. The two older children, w
W of their biological father in South Carolina. is in the

. A family service plan was developed; however, on the advice of their attorneys,
the parents refused to sign.
; however, he cannot breathe on his own
and relies on life support. His progress remains poor .
The planning on this case will focus on making a long term plan for The parents have
decided not to take the child off 11fe support and have refused to sign a DNR (Do Not
Resusc1tate) order.

Statutory and Regulatory Compliance |

As a result of the DPW review of the circumstances surrounding the child’s death including the
CPS case file, it was determmed that there were no violations regarding statutory and regulatory
compliance.

‘Findings:

1) The family was unknown to the Luzerne County Children and Youth Agency at the time
of M near fatality.

2) The Agency assessed the safety and risk of the two sibling children as required and filed
a dependency petition where custody of |l t~o siblings was initially transferred
to the agency and then to the children’s father. ,

3) The agency made a referral to South Carolina to assess ||l and his children’s

. potential need for services.

4) The mother and father were indicated for the physical abuse of i} The mother has
been charged and is currently incarcerated. The criminal 1nvest1gat10n regarding the
father is pending.

5) The children and youth agency conducted an Act 33 review team meeting as requlred to
discuss the circumstances surrounding the abuse of I

Recommendatlons:

‘1) There aré no recommendations as a result of the regional review.




