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REPORT ON THE DEATH OF
Andrew Boyd

BORN: 06/01/10.
DIED: 07/17/10

‘The family was not known to Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services. A

* This report is conﬁdent1al under the provisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cannot
be released. '
(23 Pa. C.S. Sectlon 6340)

' Unauthonzed release is prohibited under penalty of law -
(23 Pa. C.S. 6349 (b))




Reason for Review.

Senate Bill No. 1147, now known as Act 33 was signed by Governor Rendell on
July 3, 2008 and went into effect 180 days from that date, December 30, 2008.
This Act amends the Child Protective Services Law (CPSL) and sets standards
for reviewing and reporting child fatality and near child fatality as a result of
suspected child abuse. DPW must conduct child fatality and near fatality review
and provide a written report on any child-fatality or near fatallty where child abuse
is suspected. .

Family Constellation:

Name 'Relationship- ~ Date of Blrth

Andrew Boyd ' Victim Child - 06/01/10
Mother ‘ /88
Father 81
Half-Sibling 08
Half-Sibling . 09

Babysitter ’ o 92

" Notification of Fatality:

Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services received this report
I o July 17, 2010. |

indicated that the coroner had pronounced the child dead at the family home on
July 14, 2010. indicated that child was being babysat at the
family home by a friend, beginning on the evening
of June 13, 2010. The mother returned home at about 4:00 am and had kissed
the child, seeing him flinch in his bassinet. The babysitter left the home and the
mother went to bed. When the mother woke up the next day around 11:00 am.
the child was unresponsive. The mother woke up the father who sleeps in a-
separate bedroom and he attempted to perform CPR. The mother and father
also called Emergency Medical Services and the PA State Police. The father
was in the home that evening, July 13, 2010 but reported he had no interaction
with the child at all. _ stated the father reported that he was not
“involved in the child’s llfe .

stated that the results of the autopsy revealed that child had a
head injury (bleeding on the brain — back right side), a spiral fracture of the left
~arm, lacerations to the liver and small intestine, and mternal injuries to the
stomach : -

I - <o indicated that an investigation had begun, that all three

alleged perpetrators, the mother, the father, and the babysitter had been

interviewed and that the babysitter and the father had also been polygraphed.

The mother had not been polygraphed due to her :
. reported that the mother has two other children who




were currently vacationing with their paternal aunt but would be returning home
the evening of July 17, 2010. | I expressed concern for the safety of
the two children and requested the agency assist in determining where the:
children would reside during the investigation. The agency immediately accepted
the case

m}ther of the two other children in the hw

. The father of these two children is who is
deceased. These two children were not in the home at the time of the child’s
death. They were visiting with their paternal aunt, | | | | QdJJNEE in the Outer
Banks, North Carolina. They returned home on July 17, 2010 at approximately
10:30 pm. At that time the mother refused to allow the chlldren to remain with
their paternal aunt and she instead identified a family friend, | N S who the
children knew, had stayed with before and were comfortable with, as a kinship
resource. Following assessment of this kinship resource by Huntingdon County -
Children and Youth Services (through the emergency caregiver process) the
children were placed

. A safety plan was developed and implemented
which dictated that there would be no contact between the children and the
, other than supervised visitation. The kinship provider and
all agreed with and signed the safety plan.
Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services monitored the safety plan by at
least one time weekly visits and telephone calls with all involved. All visitations
for the mother and others as deemed appropriate were coordinated and
supervised by Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services and their
contracted service provider. Due to complications that arose with this kinship
arrangement it was necessary for the agency to move the children (with the
court’s approval) on July 30, 2010 to the kinship care home of their paternal aunt,
A safety plan is in place which dictates there will be no contact
between the chlldren and the at this time. Huntingdon County
Children and Youth Services monitors the safety plan by at least monthly visits
with the kinship care home and children. All visitations for the mother and others
as deemed appropriate remains supervised.

[ EN daughters from a previous relationship
These children,
' reside with their mother,
. At the time of the child’s death
was visiting with his two daughters several times weekly thru an informal
.. agreement between himself and . Huntingdon County Children and
Youth Services visited with
and the children on 07/18/10. A safety plan was developed, agreed upon-and
- signed by on 07/18/10 which
~ provided that would only have supervised visitation by
with his two daughters during this investigation. Huntingdon
County Children and Youth Services monitored compliance with this plan by at-




least one time weekly visits and weekly telephone calls W|th the caregivers noted |
above. No one else resided in the home. :

Documents Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed: |

The Central Region Office of Children, Youth and Families (CROCYF) reviewed

the Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services || NN

investigation file. The file was inclusive of all medical reports, the autopsy

report, and agency dictation. The CROCYF interviewed Huntingdon County
Caseworker, ISR =nd Supervisor, ISR

Previous CY involvement:

Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services héd no involvement with the
family prior to receiving the |l Report on July 17, 2010.

Circumstances of Child’s Fatality:

The child was being cared for in his home by the babysitter, ‘
beginning on the evening of July 13, 2010, as the child’s mother ‘
had gone out with friends. The babysitter states that she has cared for the child
on numerous occasions since his birth and there have never been any problems.
The babysitter states she fed the child at approximately 2:00 am changed him
and put him back to bed in his bassinet in the mother's bedroom. The babysitter
states she checked on him frequently and he was fine, sleeping with no problems
of any kind noticed. The babysitter stated that the mother arrived home around
3:30 am on July 14, 2010." The babysitter and the mother reported at that time
they looked in on the child who was sleeping in his bassinet, which is located in
the mother's bedroom and they saw the child move his legs and that he was still

- alive at that time. The mother and the babysitter then reported they looked at

something on the computer and then went out3|de to smoke a CIgarette The
babysntter states she then went home

The child’s father, I /- in the home the evening of July 13,2010
and states that he did not care for or interact with the child at all that-evening. =
The child’s father reports he didn’t ever provide care for the child and thathe
never went into the child’s mother's bedroom to check on the child. The child
slept in a bassinet in the mother's bedroom. The father had a separate bedroom
in the downstairs of the home. The father states he went to bed in the late
~evening hours of July 13, 2010 and did not wake until the next day when there
was.a delivery at the home of some items he had bought:on E-Bay. The father
believes this was about 10:30 am. He states he then played a few computer .
games and remained in his bedroom until the child’s mother came to his room

- telling him the child was unresponsive. The father states that he performed CPR'

on the child-and the mother called 911. The father also stated that he is not sure
he is the father of the child. The father states he resided in the home but had no




current involvement with the child’s mother and had no other involvement with
her other than the one time they were together which reportedly resulted in the
mother’s pregnancy of the child.

A brief initial interview was conducted with the child’s mother on July 17, 2010.
Due to the mother's emotional state a more in-depth interview could not be
conducted at that time. The mother then obtained an attorney who advised her
at the scheduled interview on August 10, 2010 not to answer any questions.

On July 17, 2010, when the mother was briefly interviewed, the mother stated
that she returned home at approximately 3:30 am on July 14, 2010. . The mother
-stated at that time she and the babysitter looked in on the child who was sleeping
in his bassinet, which is located in the mother's bedroom. The mother reported
that she and the babysitter saw the child move his legs and that he was still alive
at that time. The mother stated that she and the babysitter then looked at
something on the computer and then went outside to smoke a cigarette. The
babysitter then went home and the mother went to bed. The mother reports she
did not get up until late morning, approximately 12:00 pm on July 14, 2010. At
“that time she stated she checked on the child and stated that he was gray and
his eyes and mouth were hanging open. The mother stated she tried to wake the
child. She stated she then ran downstairs to get the child’s father, who was still
in his bedroom. The mother reports the father performed CPR on the child and
she called 911. Huntingdon Ambulance Services responded as well as the
Huntingdon County Coroner, [ Ambulance personnel attempted
to revive the child but were unsuccessful. The coroner pronounced the child
dead at the home. An autopsy was performed on July 15" and 16", 2010. The
resuits of the autopsy revealed the child had blood on his brain, a broken left arm
(with spiral fracture), a laceration of his liver and small intestine and other injuries
to his stomach. : '

The mother, father and babysitter all denied being under the influence of any
drugs and/or alcohol that evening or while they were caring for the child. The
investigation by Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services and the PA
‘State Police did not reveal any findings to dispute their statements:

The mother’s other two children

was not in the home at the time of the child’s death.

- They were visiting with their paternal aunt, in the Outer Banks,
- North Carolina. The father of these two children is who is

deceased. They returned home on July 17, 2010 at approximately 10:30 pm. At =~

- that time, they were placed in kinship care by Huntingdon County Children and
- Youth Services (through the emergency caregiver process) with a family. friend,

On 7/30/11 the children were moved to the kinship care home of their paternai
aunt, . ‘A safety plan is in place which dictates there will be no
contact between the children and the at this time. Huntingdon




County Children and Youth Services monitor the safety plan by at least monthly
visits with the kinship care home and children. All VISltatlons for the mother and
others as deemed appropriate is supervised.

No one else resided in the home or was present at the time of the child’s death.
on July 14, 2010.

Current / most recent status of case:

Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services case on
September 8, 2010 against all

] due to all three having opportunity and access to the child at the time
of his death. o

The mother’s two other children remain in kinship care with their paternal aunt
and their case remains open. A safety plan is in place which dictates there will
be no contact other than supervised visitation between the children and the
perpetrators at this time. Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services
monitors the safety plan by at least monthly visits with the kinship care home and
children. All visitations for the mother and others as deemed appropriate remain
supervised.

The father continues to have supervised visitation with his two daughters from a
previous relationship as outlined previously. This case (involving the father and
the mother of his two daughters) was accepted for services on September 18,
2010, and closed on November 5, 2010 as the safety plan regarding supervised
- visitation (which was implemented on July 18, 2010) had been complied with and
* the children’s mother, father and paternal grandmother have demonstrated they
can/will continue to comply with supervised visitation without agency intervention.
All involved agree that the father's VISItatlon with his two .daughters will continue
to be supervnsed

" The father currently resides with his baramour,

has a child from a previous
. relationship, , who also resides in the home. A~

- safety plan for this child remains in place that | N | lElJE cannot be a
caretaker for this child and he cannot be unsupervised with the child at any time.
Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services monitors this plan weekly and is
currently pursuing a dependency hearing to determine if the child should be
permitted to remain in the home. The hearlng date has not yet been scheduled
by the court.

The babysitter has h’ot been caring for any children since the initiation of this
investigation. She resides alone in her own apartment.




The District Attorney’s office and the PA State Police are continuing their
investigation at this time. No criminal charges have been filed yet and there is no
indication of when or if criminal charges will be filed. The PA State Police and
District Attorney are not offering any additional information other than to indicate
the investigation is continuing. The PA State Police have stated they will notify
Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services if/when this status changes.

Services to children and families:

The mother and her two children were immediately accepted for services on July
17, 2010 when the children were placed in Kinship Care through Huntingdon
County Children and Youth Services. At this time the children continue in
Kinship Care with their paternal aunt and uncle and are receiving placement
services. Upon placement both children received dental and medical
examinations as required. In addition to their medical examinations both children

received long bone scans to determine if there were any previous injuries; the
scans for both children were negative.
. Visitation for the

children with their mother continues to be supervised.

The mother partICIpates in the supervised visitations and receives case
management services through Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services. }
The mother has moved several times and the agency has had difficulty obtaining
an address for her. Following a meeting with the mother and her attorney on
August 10, 2010 the mother’s attorney advised the agency that the mother would
not be participating in any additional services pending the completion of the
criminal investigation. The father of these two children is deceased.

The father of the child and his two children from-a previous relationship, along. -
with their mother were accepted for services on September 8, 2010 Case
management services and monitoring of the family’s compliance with the safety
plan and visitation plan were provided beginning on July 18, 2010. These goals.
were met and it was deemed no longer necessary (based on safety and risk
assessments) for the agency to continue to be involved. Although the case is
closed through the agency the family continues to follow the supervnsed VISItatlon
plan for the father. This case closed on November 5, 2010.

The father and his current paramour also opened for services on September 8,
2010 and are receiving case management, parenting services, :

. The father has also completed an
assessment which determined that he was not in need of
~ services. The family remains cooperative with agency intervention.




County Strengths and Deficiencies as identified by the County’s Near
Fatality Report:

The Child Fatality Review Team was convened on August 8, 2010. Central
Region Program Representative for Huntingdon attended the meeting. The
County strengths identified by the County’s Fatality Report include the agency’s
collaboration with law enforcement, the safety planning completed for all the
children involved, and the agency’s actions to ensure that the mother's other

. children were able to be placed in kinship care.

There were no deficiencies noted.

County Recommendations for changes at the Local (County or State)
Levels as identified by way of County’s Near Fatalitv Report:

Recommendations for change at the State Level included increased fundmg for
prevention programming.

Central Region Findinqs:

The investigation completed by Huntingdon County. Children and Youth Services
was conducted timely and in collaboration with law enforcement services. The
agency continues to maintain contact with law enforcement regarding the
outcome of their investigation. There were no regulatory compllance issues.

~The agency acted quickly to ensure the mother’s children were able to be placed
in kinship care and efforts to assist the family in establishing care with relatives
(with appropriate safety provisions) for the child’s siblings were well coordinated.
The agency initiated court involvement when necessary and case documentation
was very thorough. The agency initiated court involvement to secure protectlve
custody and establish klnshlp care as placement dlsposmon

Safety assessment and plannlng was completed thoroughiy and included all
_children of the mother and father. The safety plans were timely, inclusive of

- family/care providers input and signatures. The agency provided and continues
to maintain close monitoring of compliance with the safety plans. Safety
assessments and plans were completed and efforts were well coordinated to
establish placement disposition of the child’s half-siblings. Referrals for services
were completed and necessary services were coordinated. Follow up collaterals
to ensure services were completed for the chlldren were also done

-Serwce planning and coordination of services ls/was also efficient, timely and
inclusive of services to meet identified needs. Monitoring of these services -
continues. Huntingdon County Children and Youth Services conducted a
thorough and timely lnvestlgatlon in coordination with faw enforcement officials.






