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REPORT ON THE FATALITY OF

Anthony F. Pallone Jr.

' DATE OF BIRTH: February 9, 2011
DATE OF FATALITY: October 6, 2012

'FAMILY WAS KNOWN TO:
Lehigh County Children and Youth Services

" DATE OF ORAL REPORT: October 8, 2012
REPORT FINALIZED ON: March 8, 2013

This report is confidential under the provisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cannot be’

" released.

(23 Pa. C.S. Section 6340)

Unauthorized release is prohibited under penalty of law.

(23 Pa. C.S. 6349 (b))




Reason for Review

Senate Bill No. 1147, Printer’s Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill
became effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008; as part of Act 33 of
2008, Department of Public Welfare must conduct a review and provide a written report of all
cases of suspected child abuse that result in a child fatality or near fatality. This written report
must be completed as soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was
registered with ChildLine for investigation.

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a
report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to
ChildLine. Lehigh County has not convened a review team because determination was
unfounded and CY 48 was completed within 30 days of oral report.

Family Constellation:

Name \ Relaﬁonship Date of Birth

Anthony F. Pallone Jr. ~ Victim Child (VC) 02/09/2011

Mother L

Mother has an eight year old daughter (1/2 sibling to victim child) who resides with the |l
, through a private arrangement. Mother has not seen her daughter for over one
year.

Notification of Fatalltv

On October 8, 2012 Lehlgh County Children and Youth Services (LCCYS) received a child
fatality report from ChildLine. The referral source was a
from | The | 12 read in the | on this date that
a 26 year old woman had fatally shot her 19 month old son as she was attempting to unload a
handgun she intended to sell to a former drug dealer. The incident occurred on October 6, 2012
around 11:53PM. On October 8, 2012 the Northeast Regional Office (NERO) of Children,
Youth and Families received the report of the fatality.

Summary of DPW Child Fatality Review Activities:

The NERO human service program representative met with the child protéctive services
supervisor, and director to discuss this case. The program representatwe also had obtained and
reviewed the entire file regardmg this family.

Summarv of Services to the Family:

At the time of the incident LCCYS was assessing the_famiiy foi services as the result of a -
which was received on October 3, 2012. '




Children and Youth Involvement Prior to Incident:

This family was known to LCCYS. On October 3, 2012 LCCYS received a || G
. The stated that the VC’s mother was using drugs heavily; that
she was taking the VC with her to buy drugs and did not have diapers for the child. On October
4, 2012 the caseworker went to the home and was told by || | | || | NI that she does not
‘reside at the residence. He stated she lives in Shamokin, Pennsylvania (Northumberland
County). He stated he did not have mother’s address or phone number but knew |||l
address and phone number but he refused to give it to the caseworker. The caseworker
gave the ||| | NG hc: card and asked him to give the card to the _
LCCYS was still trying to locate the mother and VC when the VC died. The address where the
death occurred was not the same address that the caseworker was given for the ||| | GGcITczN

_.

Circumstances of Child Fatality and Related Case Activity:

On October 6, 2012 at 11:53PM |l Police were called to a second floor apartment in -
r They found the VC in his crib with a fatal gunshot wound to his head. The VC’s
stated she was trying to unload the gun (.44 —caliber, Smith and Wesson) that was owned
by a male friend. The residence where the shooting occurred was the male friend’s residence.
The | stated she was sitting on the bed while she was attempting to unload the gun, it
fired and entered the bed mattress and traveled through the mattress and struck the VC in the
forehead. The VC was asleep in his crib. The ||| ] NN +2s vnloading the gun so she could
sell it for $200. She planned to sell the gun to a man she had bought drugs from in the past. At
12:47am on October 7, 2012 the VC was pronounced dead by the county coroner. The VC’s

I [ -

Current Case Status:

On November 6, 2012 LCCYS [ the case and deemed child’s death

There are no other children in the home so case was On October 7, 2012 the VC’s
mother was arrested and incarcerated at . On February 20, 2013 she

entered a

County Strengths and Deficiencies and Récommendations for Change as Identified by the
" County’s Child Fatality Report: '

Act 33 of 2008 requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a report

* of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality || I or when 2 | o
) has not been made regarding the report within thirty days of the oral report to

ChildLine. LCCYS has not convened a review team because the case was || N and |
was completed within thirty days. :

" Department of Public Welfare Findings:

County Strengths: All parties were interviewed and received rights letters The 1nvest1gat10n
was conducted in a timely manner. Although the VC’s mother was in
relation to the death of the VC, the LCCYS determined the death was

and




therefore the case was || NN This |GG v 25 rcviewed with a ChildLine

supervisor, the NERO supervisor, and the LCCYS director.
County Wéaknesses: None.
Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance: None.

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations:

LCCYS should continue to follow the requirements regarding Act 33 of 2008.




