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REPORT ON THE NEAR FATALITY OF

BORN: [l 2007
Date of incident: 07/22/2010

The family was pfeviously known to
Blair County Children, Youth and Families.

This report is confidential under the prdvisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cénnot
- be released. ' '
(23 Pa. C.S. Section 6340)

Unauthorized release is.prohibited under penalty of law.
(23 Pa. C.S. 6349 (b)) : S




Reason for Review:

Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008 by
Governor Edward G. Rendell. The bill became effective on December 30, 2008
and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As part of Act 33 of 2008, DPW must conduct a
review and provide a written report of all cases || EGGNcNINININEGG -
result in a child fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as
soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was
registered with ChildLine for investigation.

Family Constellation:

Date of Birth

Name Relationship
- Mother

Father

Victim Child -

Sibling

Maternal Aunt/Household Membe
Cousin/Household Member
Cousin/Household Member
Cousin/Household Member

07

Notification of Near Fatality:

The victim child was brought to the Altoona Hospital Emergency Room via an
ambulance on 7/22/10 in critical condition. The child ingested approximately 9
Clonidine pills. The pills were in , maternal aunt, purse on the.
floor in the living room. , the mother, was in the living room -
watching cartoons with the child when the child ingested the medication. The
child’s stomach was pumped at the Altoona Hospital. The child was then life
flighted to Harrisburg Hospital. Child was reported to be stablllzmg and expected
to survive but still listed in serious condition. ,

Documents Reviewed and Individuals Interwewed

The Central Reglon Office of Children, Youth and Famlhes obtalned and
reviewed all past and current records pertaining to the [l family. Interviews
were conducted with the Blair County Children, Youth and Families caseworkers

~and supervisors involved in the case..

~ Previous CY involvement:

Blair County Children, Youth and Families previous history with the family
included a screened out referral regarding the victim child’s mother on 7/28/07.
The allegation was that the mother was drinking alcohol while pregnant. There
were no allegations regarding the sibling child that was residing with the mother.




The CYF agency screened the referral out due to the allegations being against
the unborn child and not the child who resided with the mother. The record did
not contain any information pertaining to collateral contacts. The record
documented that the referral was “unaccepted” without adding further detail.

The maternal aunt of the victim child was referred for || ]I to Blair County
Children, Youth and Families on 1/27/10 regarding her family. The allegations
were constant fighting in her home, numerous people in and out of her home,
concerns of drug use by the maternal aunt and that the maternal aunt yells and
screams at her children. These allegations were not substantiated; therefore, the
intake was closed on 3/8/10.

No other CYF involvement with either family involved in the neér fatality.

Circumstances of Child’s Near Fatality:

The victim child was brought to the Altoona Hospital Emergency Room by
ambulance services on 7/22/10 in critical condition. It was thought that the child
ingested approximately 9 Clonidine pills that were the maternal aunt’s. The pills
were in the maternal aunt’s purse on the floor in the living room. The mother,
child, and sibling were watching television together in the living room; the victim
child was sitting on the floor by a chair somewhat out of the mother’s view. The
child got into the aunt’s purse, opened a pill bottle and ingested about nine 0.1
Clonidine pills. When the child complained of pain and started dozing off, the
mother and the aunt reacted to the situation appropriately. The mother and the
maternal aunt examined the aunt’s purse, found the pills missing, and then put
the child in a cold bath.. They called 911 for an ambulance. The child’s stomach
. was pumped at the Altoona Hospital. The child was then life-flighted to
Harrisburg Hospital. The child was originally reported to be stablllzmg and
expected to survive, but was listed in serious condltlon

| ‘The mother of the victim child lives with her two children along with her maternal
aunt and her three children. The safety plan at the time of the JJJj report on
7/22/10 was that the victim child was safe in the Harrisburg Hospital.

The victim child’s 4 year old sibling was also moved from his
mother's home to his father's home on 07/22/10 as part of the safety plan.
The maternal aunt, , has three children (ages 6, 11 and
"~ 12). Those children were permitted to remain with their mother in-their home.
There were three relatives and family friends that provided continued supervrsnon
of the maternal aunt with her chlldren

Since the
the safety plans were lifted by Blair County Children, Youth and Families on
- 08/20/10. The victim child and his brother were being transitioned back to their




mother’s residence. Blair County Children, Youth and Families opened the
family for | I s<rvices on 8/20/2010, and a referral was made for
FICS (Family Intervention Crises Services). FICS began services to the family on
08/25/20 as part of the reunification process.

Current / most recent status of case:

The investigation conducted by Blair County Children, Youth and Families
revealed that while the mother, victim child, and sibling were watching television
together in the living room; the victim child was sitting on the floor by a chair
somewhat out of the mother’s view. The victim child got into the aunt’s purse

- which was located on the floor near the chair that the child was sitting beside.
The victim child opened a pill bottle that was located in the aunt’s purse and
ingested about nine 0.1 Clonidine pills. When the child complained of pain and
started dozing off, the mother and the aunt reacted to the situation appropriately.
They both put the victim child in a cold bath and called 911 for emergency
services to arrive and transport the child to the Altoona Hospital. The victim child -
- was transported to the Altoona Hospital's emergency room. The victim child’'s
stomach was pumped at the Altoona Hospital. The child was then life-flighted to
Harrisburg Hospital. The child was originally reported to be stabilizing and
expected to survive, but was listed in serious condition. The victim child has
recovered and has not appeared to suffer any ill effects from the incident. No
further medical treatment of the victim child after this incident has been required.

revealing that the incident was accidental in
nature. this appears to be accidental ingestion of
medication. The mother has cooperated with FICS services and Blair County
‘Children, Youth and Families since the opening of the case. The children have
remained safe since returned to the mother’s care on 10/29/10. FICS service
providers have continued to conduct announced and unannounced visits to the
mother’s residence to complete safety checks on the children. The mother and
children have not required any intervention from FICS or Blair County Children;
Youth and Families to address any new concerns. ~

SerVIces to children and families: -

Blair County Children, Youth and Families opened the case for services |l
The agency has been _

conducting monthly home visits with the mother and children since the opening of

the case. The county agency had referred the family to FICS (Family

Intervention Crises Services). FICS began working with the family on 08/25/10

through bi-weekly home visits in the mother’s home in order to begin the

transition for the children to eventually move from their father’s residence to their

mother’s residence. FICS contacts gradually went from supervising the visits




between the children and their mother to checking in on them during the visits, to
only transporting the children before and after visits to checking in on over nights
and weekend visits. The transition went very well, and the children completely
moved back to their mother's residence on 10/29/10. The mother has continued
to follow through with all recommendations made by the county agency and
FICS. The mother continues to live with her two children along with her maternal
aunt and her three children.

All medications in the home have been secured in a locked box, out of the
children’s reach. FICS is closed their services to the family 01/31/11 due to there
no longer being any concerns and the mother’s cooperation with their services.
Blair County Children, Youth and Families are also exploring closing the family
within the month of February 2011.

County Strengths and Deficiencies as identified by the County’s Near
Fatality Report: ‘ '

~ Blair County did not conduct a County Near Fatality Review, as one was not
© required.

Law enforcement has decided not to file charges — in

this case.

County Recommendations for changes at the Local Levels as identified by
Fatality Report: ' '- :

None recommended.

Recommendations for changes at the State Level:

None recommended.

" Central Region Findings:

Blair County Children, Youth and Families responded and acted appropriately to
the allegations and immediately implemented a safety plan for all the
_children . The investigation revealed that the incident
was accidental in nature. this appears to be -
accidental ingestion of medication. The child is currently in good condition and is
healthy. This case was presented to the Blair County Multidisciplinary Team
(MDT) on 8/19/10,

The county filed all the required documents in the required
time frame. There was no non-compliance issues found during the review.




