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Reason for Review: 

Pursuant to the Child Protective Services Law, the Department, through OCYF, must 
conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse 
that result in a fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as 
soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was 
registered with Childline for investigation. 

The Child Protective Services Law also requires that county children and youth 
agencies convene a review when a report of child abuse involving a fatality or near 
fatality is substantiated or when a status determination has not been made 
regarding the report within 30 days of the report to ChildLine. 

Allegheny County has convened a review team in accordance with the Child 
Protective Services Law related to this report. The county review team was 
convened on July 30, 2015. 

Family Constellation: 

First and Last Name: Relationship: Date of Birth: 
Adrianna Williams Victim Child 07/12/2011 

Mother 1989 
Father 1988 
Maternal Aunt 1973 
Maternal Grandmother 1945 
Maternal Uncle 1993 
Maternal Aunt 1995 

*Denotes an individual that is not a household member or did not live in the home 
at the time of the incident, but is_ relevant to the report. 

Summary of OCYF Child Fatality Review Activities: 

The Western Region Office of Children Youth and Families (WRO) obtained and 
reviewed all current records pertaining to the - family. WRO was notified of 
the fatality on 07/08/2015. WRO participated in the ACT 33 meeting on July 30, 
2015. 

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 

Allegheny County Children, Youth and Families (ACCYF) did not have any prior 
involvement with the victim child. The mother was involved with ACCYF as a child. 
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Circumstances of Child Fatality and Related Case Activity: 

On 06/14/2015 at 7:05 PM, the victim~hree, was reported missing from 
her maternal grandmother's home in --- Pennsylvania. Approximately 45
minutes later, a woman walking her dog found the victim child's body. about three 
miles away in a wooded area in the Borough of-The victim child was 

renounced dead at 8: 10 PM. At the time the child was found, she was noted with 

An autopsy of victim child 
concluded the cause of her death was asphyxiation and was ruled a homicide. On 
07/07/2015, was arrested and charged with Endangering the 
Welfare of Children, Abu·se of Corpse, Tamper With/Fabricate Physical Evidence and 
Criminal Homicide. 

On 07/13/2015, the ACCYF caseworker interviewed 
- denied that she had anything to do with the death of her daughter or 
causing her harm. claimed that she took the victim child to her 
mother's house around 5:00 PM so that she could go to work. She stated that they 
ate watermelon and "hung out" for a little while. The victim child was standing in 
the doorway of the house when the mother last saw her. claimed that 
she told her mother that she was leaving and the victim child's grandmother 
responded, "okay". stated that her nephew was sitting on the couch 
when she walked to the door to leave. When she left the victim child's 
grandmother's residence around 6:20 PM for work, she reported that she gave the 
victim child a hug an~or to leaving the residence and told her that she 
would see her later. --- left for work and the victim child remained in the 
house. - reported that she started to receive calls from her family 
approximately 20 minutes later; however, she was listening to music. After she saw 
the messages and found out that victim child was missing, she turned around and 
went back to the victim child's grandmother's residence. 

On 07/13/2015, the ACCYF caseworker interviewed victim child's father. He had no 
direct knowledge regarding the child's death. He had been incarcerated for the past 
several months. 

On 07/29/2015, the ACCYF caseworker interviewed victim child's grandmother, the 
maternal uncle, and the maternal aunt. The victim child's grandmother reported 
that victim child was either at her home or maternal aunt's home every day while 
the child's mother worked. Mother and victim child arrived around 3:00 PM on 
06/14/2015. Upon arriving, victim child had a graham cracker and then watermelon 
as a snack. The victim child's grandmother reported that she used the bathroom, 
and when she came out of the bathroom the victim child had left. The grandmother 
stated that the child did not tell her that she was leaving. She did not see the victim 
child and asked the maternal uncle if she was with him. He told her that she was 
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not. When the family was unable to locate the victim child, they contacted the 
police. When the mother arrived back at the house to look for the child, she quickly 
changed her clothes before assisting the family in the search. The victim child's 
grandmother noticed a large brown stain on the mother's shirt before she changed. 
The maternal uncle reported that he didn't remember much of the details; however, 
he recalled that the mother brought the victim child to the house that afternoon. 
When the mother left, he was sitting on the couch with his back to the door, playing 
on his phone. Mother walked by him to leave and the victim child ran after her 
asking, "Mommy, are you leaving?" He saw the mother give the victim child a hug 
and a kiss. Mother was standing outside the door and the child was inside. The 
maternal uncle turned his attention back to his phone. He didn't remember seeing 
the child come back, and he did not see her again. The maternal aunt stated that 
the mother brought the victim child to their home, the grandmother's home, that 
afternoon. Mother brought watermelon as a snack. After the snack, the child was 
calling for her mother for assistance in the bathroom. Mother eventually went in the 
bathroom and assisted the victim child; however, she seemed irritated. After they 
were done in the bathroom, the mother sat in the living room on her phone. The 
child was climbing on her mother, but her mother continued to focus on her phone. 
Mother then got up and headed toward the door. The victim child followed her 
asking if she was going to work. Mother responded, "No, not yet". The maternal 
aunt went to her room and heard the front door slam. The maternal aunt never 
heard the mother tell anyone that she was leaving. Maternal ·aunt did not see the 
victim child after that. 

The medical examiner reported to the ACCYF caseworker that the cause of death 
was asphyxiation; however, the method was not able to be determined at the time 
of the autopsy. The manner of death was ruled a homicide. The medical examiner 
explained that he came to that conclusion due to several reasons. The child was 
dropped off at her maternal grandmother's home and then disappeared. The child 
was found dead within two hours, approximately three miles from her maternal 
grandmother's home. There was no evidence that the child walked to the location 
where her body was found. The medical examiner, does not believe that she was 
physically capable of walking that distance. Additionally, th~ child's feet were clean 
and she was not wearing any shoes when she was found. There was no evidence of 
major trauma to the victim child's body. 
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On 08/06/2015, ACCYF submitted - with a status of- . 

To date, Western Region. OCYF has not received ACCYF Fatality Report. No further 
information is available at this time. 

Summary of County Strengths, Deficiencies and Recommendations for 
Change as Identified by the County's Child Fatality Report: 

WRO has not received a copy of the County's report. 

• 	 Strengths in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children 
and families: 

• 	 Deficiencies in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children 
and families: 

• 	 Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on reducing the 
likelihood of future child fatalities and near fatalities directly related to abuse: 

• 	 Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on monitoring 
and inspection of county agencies: 

• 	 Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on collaboration 
of community agencies and service providers to prevent child abuse: 

Department Review of County Internal Report: 

WRO has not received a copy of the completed Near Fatality report. 
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Department of Human Services Findings: 

• 	 County Strengths: 
The ACCYF caseworker conducted interviews with multiple family members. 

Multiple agencies collaborated to gather and provide information that were 
key during the course of this investigation. 

• 	 County Weaknesses: 
A near fatality report was not completed and forwarded to the WRO 
within 90 days of the MDT meeting. 

• 	 Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance by the County Agency. 
CPSL: 6365(d)(4)(v) requires that within 90 days of convening a MDT team a 
final written report to the Department. 

Department of Human Services Recommendations: 

Allegheny County has a plethora of in-home 
visiting services for single mothers and children to provide support and guidance. 
More outreach of these services is recommended so that incidents like this 
potentially could be prevented. 
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