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Reason for Review:

Pursuant to the Child Protective Services Law, the Department, through OCYF, must
conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse
that result in a fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as
soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was
registered with ChildLine for investigation.

The Child Protective Services Law also requires that county children and youth
agencies convene a review when a report of child abuse involving a fatality or near
fatality is substantiated or when a status determination has not been made
regarding the report within 30 days of the report to ChildLine.

Cambria County convened a review team in accordance with the Child Protective
Services Law related to this report. The county review team was convened on
07/08/2016.

Family Constellation:

First and Last Name: Relationship: Date of Birth
Daughter (victim child) 02/27/2015
Maternal Grandmother 1977

Maternal Uncle 2002
Maternal Aunt 1999
Maternal Great GM 1950
Family Friend 1961
Family Friend/son of |l 2008
Mother 1995
Father 1992

* Denotes an individual that is not a household member or did not live in the home at the
time of the incident, but is relevant to the report.

The Central Region Office of Children, Youth and Families (CROCYF) reviewed
current case records pertaining to the Il family. CROCYF representative
engaged the following Cambria County Children and Youth Services (CYS)
personnel to discuss the incident: Administrator, Casework Supervisor and
Caseworker.

CROCYF Human Services Program Representative attended and participated in the
Act 33 meeting that occurred on 07/08/2016 in which medical professionals, social
service professionals, academic professionals, legal professionals, and law
enforcement were present and provided information regarding the incident, as well
as historical information.



Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident:

Cambria County CYS representatives confirmed that the agency had a prior report
involving the victim child being a drug exposed infant. The child’s mother tested
positive for at time of delivery. At birth, the victim
child was positive for The mother admitted to taking ||l
the day that she delivered. She claimed she was in pain
and she was really nervous about giving birth. The mother tested negative on
subsequent drug screens at the CYS office and she was keeping all of the child's
medical appointments. The home was also assessed as appropriate. The mother
was to seek out services. No active case
management services were provided, at that time.

The Children and Youth agency also reported that there were reports regarding the
maternal grandmother and her children. On 05/22/2012, a report was received
that surrounded truancy issues involving | I The respective school’s
truancy officer, the school’s guidance counselor, the child’s mother and maternal
grandmother have been engaged with each other about the child’s (maternal aunts)
behaviors. The risk was assessed as low and the report was rejected. On
07/25/2012, a report was received due to ||}l stating that her mother’s
ex-paramour had tried to touch her sexually but there was no sexual contact. The
child’s grandmother contacted the local police department. The mother ensured
that there was no contact between her daughter and the ex-paramour. The report
was rejected

On 03/17/2011, Cambria County CYS was informed by Cambria County Juvenile
Probation Department that h (victim child’s mother) was involved with
their department. Records are not specific as to the reason why the juvenile was
involved with probation. On 10/11/2012, the aagency received another report
involving the behaviors of and ﬁ The report indicated
that was very abusive toward the mother, the victim child’s grandmother,

and her sibling and that the younger sibling was truant from school. The overall risk
was rated low since b
and that the victim child’s grandmother was arranging services for from
I The cort s relected. O
08/02/2013, Cambria County CYS received a report that * was
sexually victimized by an individual at a party. A law enforcement office referral
was sent to the police department that had jurisdiction of where the party was held.
There was no further involvement by the agency in regards to this report. On
08/09/2013, Cambria County CYS was informed that h was reportedly
using illegal substances. This child was already involved with Cambria County

Juvenile Probation Department and she had tested negative on a subsequent drug
screen. Again, there was no agency involvement in regards to this report.




Circumstances of Child Near Fatality and Related Case Activity:

On 06/18/2016, the victim child who resides with | NN maternal
grandmother walked out of an open door, proceeded outside and fell into the
family’s swimming pool after climbing a portable ladder and nearly drowned. It was
noted that the grandmother reported that she was lying on the living room couch
while the child was outside playing. She stated that the family often leaves the door
open for the family dog to go outside and the child often follows the dog. She
stated that she would yell out every once in a while and listen for child to respond.
The grandmother reported that she kept doing this until the victim child did not
respond. The grandmother reported she went to check on the child and
subsequently found her face down in the swimming pool. The grandmother reported
that she performed cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) on the child. When
emergency medical services arrived at the home, the medical staff withessed that
the grandmother was by the pool giving the child CPR. It was reported that the
victim child had been without a pulse for several minutes, but it is unknown for

exactly how lonag. The child was transported to Conemaugh Memorial Medical
Center, i Pennsylvania. The child was *

transported to Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC (CHP) via a helicopter.
After her admittance to CHP, the child

After her admission to CHP, the victim child made significant improvement and was
subsequently on
06/30/2016. Due to the child’s response to medical treatment, she
on 07/14/2016 to the care of her grandmother and great grandmother,

Cambria County CYS established a safety plan whereas the great
grandmother is the responsible person to assure the safety of the victim child. It is
noted that at the time of this report, the great grandmother has petitioned the
Cambria County Courts to obtain custody of the victim child. The CYS agency has
confirmed that the child’s caretakers ensured that she attended all follow up
medical care with CHP and her local primary care physician. Currently, there are no
indicated long term health concerns from the child’s near drowning incident. Service
providers have characterized the child as “way active.”

At the time of the incident, Cambria County CYS personnel ensured the safety of
the other children in the home. The child’s. grandmother has two (2) biological
minor children, who reside within the home; 17-year-old d and 13-
year-old — It was assessed that since these two children are older that
they did not require that same close supervision that a 15-month-old would require
in general or specifically around a swimming pool. Neither child is disclosing any
abuse or neglect of themselves. An unrelated 8-year-old child residing in the home
is being cared for and supervised by his biological mother who is temporarily
staying at the home. It is noted that the family removed the swimming pool the
day after the incident.



Cambria County CYS investigated the case, and on 07/26/2016, the agency
indicated NN (o C-sing serious

physical neglect by egregious failure to supervise, provide reasonable supervision

for a child who was only 15-months-old. The child suffered substantial impairment
due to the perpetrator's lack of supervision.
while the 15-month-old child was

playing outside unsupervised on the date of incident. ] admitted that it is a
normal routine for the child to be outside in the yard unsupervised.

The family was accepted for services on 07/26/2016. Cambria County CYS
immediately afforded the famil services via the agency’s social work
department. other services implemented for the child
and the famil

for parenting classes. It is also noted that
is working with
The victim child’s biological mother and biological

father have not been involved in the care of the child, due to the parents’ substance
abuse addiction. Cambria County CYS personnel have visited the mother's home
and have corresponded with her via United States Postal Service, but she has failed
to cooperate. The service providers involved with the family were also instructed to
include the mother and father, but they have been unsuccessful. The child’s
biological father is reported living in [}, Pennsylvania and he also has failed to
respond to the CYS agency’s attempts to engage him. At the time of this report, the
case is still open with Cambria County CYS.

At the onset of the incident, | | | I Fo'ice Department was involved

with investigating the near drowning. The officer assigned to the case informed
Cambria County CYS that the police department is not pursuing any criminal
charges regarding the incident since the episode was deemed an accident.

included:

Summary of County Strengths, Deficiencies and Recommendations for
Change as Identified by the County’s Child (Near) Fatality Report:

e Strengths in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children
and families

The Act 33 Team did not reference any specific recommendations.

o Deficiencies in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children
and families

The Act 33 Team did not reference any specific recommendations.

o Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on reducing the
likelihood of future child fatalities and near fatalities directly related to abuse




The Act 33 Team did not reference any specific recommendations.

Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on monitoring
and inspection of county agencies

The Act 33 Team did not reference any specific recommendations.

Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on collaboration
of community agencies and service providers to prevent child abuse.

The Act 33 Team did not reference any specific recommendations.

Department Review of County Internal Report:

The CROCYF received the Cambria County CYS Child Near Fatality Child Review
Team Summary on 07/19/2016. Upon review of the report, CROCYF assessed that
the documentation efficiently described the incident, the actions taken by the
agencies involved, and the current status of the case. There were no issues or
concerns regarding the content of the report.

Department of Human Services Findings:

County Strengths:

The makeup of the County’s Act 33 Team is dynamic in that the members
provide competence in the areas of social services, academia, law
enforcement, legal, and medical fields.

During the Act 33 meeting, the team defined recommendations for the
identified child and family, and it is noted that the agency was effective in
ensuring the recommendations were followed which included:

Cambria County Children and Youth Services initiate active case
management services to the family.

Cambria County Children and Youth Services Social Worker complete a
parenting skills assessment and provide parenting skills instruction.

Cambria County Children and Youth Services further assess if the
alleged perpetrator’s needs are bein
addressed as the alleged perpetrator

Cambria County Children and Youth Services will meet with their
solicitor to discuss if this incident meets the criteria of Child Abuse as
per the PA CPS Law.



Upon child’s | children’s Institute of Pittsburgh, a Safety
Plan will be put into place with the Great Grandmother,
being the responsible person.

Address with the family the child’s formal custody as the parents still
have legal custody of the child although neither has been providing for
the physical care of the child. Great Grandmother may be an option
for formal custody of child.

Prior to child’s | Children’s Institute of Pittsburgh, the
family is to have locks on the doors that child cannot reach and it
should be reinforced with the family that the doors are to remain
closed so the child doesn’'t go outside unattended.

Cambria County Children and Youth Services will oversee family’s

compliance with ensuring that child receives any and all follow up
medical care I

child should undergo an [ Assessment along with any
recommended services.

child should participate in [ GG o =5 ong as
medically warranted. Child should be in a stimulating environment.
Cambria County CYS was expedient in assuring the safety of other minor
children in the home.
Cambria County CYS consistently communicated with CROCYF.
Cambria County CYS documented their attempts to engage the identified
child’s biological parents. The agency also documented their direction to

service providers to engage the biological parents.

e County Weaknesses:

At the time of this report, CROCYF has not identified areas of regulatory non-
compliance.

o Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance by the County Agency:

At the time of this report, CROCYF has not identified areas of regulatory non-
compliance.

Department of Human Services Recommendations:

The CROCYF has no recommendations in regards to this incident.





