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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

REPORT ON THE NEAR FATALITY OF: 


Date of Birth: 09/06/2012 
Date of Incident: 05/16/16 

Date of Report to Child Line: 05/18/2016 
CWIS Referral ID: 

FAMILY NOT KNOWN TO COUNTY CHILDREN AND YOUTH AGENCY AT TIME 
OF INCIDENT OR WITHIN THE PRECEDING 16 MONTHS: 

Lancaster County Children & Youth Services 

REPORT FINALIZED ON: 
12/05/2016 
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Reason for Review: 

Pursuant to the Child Protective Services Law, the Department, through OCYF, must 
conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse 
that result in a fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as 
soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was 
registered with ChildLine for investigation. 

The Child Protective Services Law also requires that county children and youth 
agencies convene a review when a report of child abuse involving a fatality or near 
fatality is substantiated or when a status determination has not been made 
regarding the report within 30 days of the report to Child Line. 

Lancaster County has convened a review team in accordance with the Child 
Protective Services Law related to this report. The county review team was 
convened on May 25, 2016. 

Family Constellation: 

First and Last Name: 	 Relationship: Date of Birth 
Victim Child 09/06/2012 
Mother 1985 
Father 1977 
Sibling 2009 

Summary of OCYF Child CNearl Fatalitv Review Activities: 
The Central Region Office of Children, Youth and Families obtained and reviewed all 
current case records pertaining to the - family. Follow up interviews were 
conducted with the Caseworker, and the Supervisor on 5/23/2016 and 5/25/2016. 
The regional office also participated in the County Internal Fatality Review Team 
meeting on 5/25/2016. 

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 
The family was not known to Lancaster County Children & Youth Services prior to 
the incident on 5/16/2016. 

Circumstances of Chil Near F ali and Related C se Activi : 
At appro~OPM on 5/16/16 was accidently shot by her 
brother, ....... with a 10 pump action BB gun.•is allowed to have the 
gun and is unsupervised with the weapon. The BB hit in the right torso chest 
area and lodged into her lung. The children were on the primary residence property 
when this occurred. - reported that he was carrying the gun irresponsibly, and 
the gun went off. 

The parents were on the property doing yard work when this occurred and the 
children were in the yard playing. The children were not within eye sight. Father 
estimates that the children were approximately 70 yards away from the parents 
when this occurred. 



- was rushed to Lancaster General Hos ital and was then transferred to 
Hershe Medical Center The child was found to have a 

She was reportedly in stable condition and 
the hospital on 5/21/2016. 

Police investigated the incident. After interviewing all 
involved parties, no charges would be filed as it appears that the incident was 
accidental. Lancaster County Children & Youth unfounded the case on 07/06/2016. 
The child's injuries were not deemed to be the result of prolonged, egregious or 
repeated failure to supervise. The parents reacted appropriately to the situation 
and have since removed the BB gun from the home. 

Summary of County Strengths. Deficiencies and Recommendations for 
Change as Identified by the County's Child CNearl Fatalitv Report: 

Strengths in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children and 
families: 

• 	 Caseworker was quick to see the child after the report was received. 

Deficiencies in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children and 
families: 

• 	 None 

Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on reducing the 
likelihood of future child fatalities and near fatalities directly related to abuse: 

• 	 The family plans on getting the child through the Amish 
community. 

Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on monitoring and 
inspection of county agencies: 

• 	 The Agency can continue to push the message to the Amish community 
about safety and concerns of guns when meetings with the Amish occur. 

Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on collaboration of 
community agencies and service providers to prevent child abuse: 

• 	 It was felt that this was accidental and that the BB gun should not have 
been loaded with ammunition 

Department Review of County Internal Report: 
Central Region received the Lancaster County Internal Fatality Review Team written 
report on 07/07/2016. Verbal feedback was provided to the County on 
05/25/2016. The Department concurs with the county report's findings and 
recommendations. 



Department of Human Services Findings: 

County Strengths: 
• 	 Lancaster County Children, Youth and ·Family Services conducted a timely 

investigation in conjunction with the law enforcement officials. 
• 	 The agency provided necessary services to all family members and was able 

to keep the children safe during the investigation. 

County Weaknesses: 
• 	 None Noted 

Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance by the County Agency: 
• 	 None Noted 

Department of Human Services Recommendations: 
• 	 None at this time. 




