
pennsylvania 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

REPORT ON THE FATALITY OF: 


Prince Sargent 


Date of Birth: 02/18/2015 

Date of Death: 12/27/2015 


Date of Report to Childline: 12/23/2015 

CWIS Referral ID: ­

FAMILY KNOWN TO COUNTY CHILDREN AND YOUTH AGENCY AT TIME OF 
INCIDENT OR WITHIN THE PRECEDING 16 MONTHS: 

Cambria County Children, Youth and Family Services 

REPORT FINALIZED ON: 
06/15/2016 

Unredacted reports are confidential under the provisions of the Child Protective 

Services Law and cannot be released to the public. 

(23 Pa. C.S. Section 6340) 


Unauthorized release is prohibited under penalty of law. 

(23 Pa. C.S. Section 6349 (b)) 


Department of Public Welfare/Office of Children, Youth and Families, Central Region 

3 Ginko Dr., Hilltop Bldg, 2nd Fir., PO Box 2675 I Harrisburg, PA 17110 I 717.772.7702 I F 717.772-7071 


PO Box 319, Hollidaysburg Community Service Center I Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 I 814.696.6174 I F 814.696-6180 

"-- -- - - --"-""____ -- -- - -- -------- --- ------- - -- - - --www.dhs.pa",gov---- -- -- -- -- ---- -- --- - ______"________ "-- -- ------ ­

www.dhs.pa",gov


--------------------------------------

Reason for Review: 
Pursuant to the Child Protective Services Law, the Department, through OCYF, must 
conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse 
that result in a fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as 
soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was 
registered with Childline for investigation. 

The Child Protective 	Services Law also requires that county children and youth 
agencies convene a review when a report of child abuse involving a fatality or near 
fatality is substantiated or when a status determination has not been made 
regarding the report within 30 days of the report to Child line. 

Cambria County convened a review team in accordance with the Child Protective 
Services Law related to this report. The county review team was convened on 
01/20/2016. 

Family Constellation: 

Relationship: Date of Birth 
Victim child 02/18/2015 
Mother 2000 
Maternal Grandmother 1977 
MGM's Paramour 1974 

Summary of OCYF Child Fatality Review Activities: 

The Central Region Office of Children, Youth and Families (CROCYF) reviewed 
current case records pertaining to the - family. CROCYF representative 
engaged the following Cambria County Children and Youth Services (CYS) 
personnel to discuss the incident: Director, Caseworker Supervisor, and 
Caseworker. CROCYF representative attended and participated in the Act 33 
meeting that occurred on 01/20/2016., in which medical professionals, social 
service professionals, legal professionals, and law enforcement were present and 
provided information regarding the incident, as well as historical information. 

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 

Cambria Count CYS 	received a • report from 
on 10/22/2014 which noted that a 14 year old female, ­

, who is pregnant, was brought into the clinic for her initial pregnancy test.· 
The 14 year old refused to give any information on the father, and the natural 
mother of the child wanted her to terminate the pregnancy but they had no money 
or transportation to do so. There was no information on the natural mother or the 
other adults in the home. The CYS agency contacted 
and was informed that the family was new· to Cambria Count as of Au ust 2014 
and at the time of the call, the natural mother 
This report was screened out by the agency because there were no allegations of 
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abuse or physical harm to the 14 year old child and there were no identified present 
or impending safety threats. 

On 10/30/2014 the CYS agency received a ­ on the family with concerns about 
adequate s~rt stated the famil ·ust moved here from the State of 
New York. --­was enrolled at School District on 
09/08/2014. The reporting source stated that is currently 3 weeks pregnant 
and she told her friends last night that she did not want to keep the baby, but that 
her mother did want to keep the child. - also reportedly told her friends that 
that the family did not have any electricity or water in the home right now. This 
report was rejected as the assigned caseworker had no concerns for the condition 
of the family's home. A preliminary In Home Assessment Worksheet was completed 
and the assigned caseworker determined that the 14 year old child (soon to be 
biological mother to identified child) as safe. Case was rejected as it did not meet 
the criteria of child abuse/neglect as defined by the Child Protective Services Law 
(CPSL). 

Circumstances of Child Fatality and Related Case Activity: 

On December 23, 2015 the agency received a report stating that on Tuesday 
morning, December 22, 2015, Prince was awake and playing and - was home 
alone. She laid him in the middle of a large bed and went to make a bottle. She 
heard him get quiet. She found him unresponsive and not breat~ 

rescue breaths and chest compressions. She called her mother, ---' 
and then called 911 and EMS arrived. Prince was assessed at Conemaugh Hospital 
where it was noted that the child was very cold with a bod tern erature between 
93 and 94 degrees 
- he was then transported to Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC 
(Children's Hospital). 
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At the onset of the incident, Cambria County Children and Youth Service requested 
a courtesy ~henyCount~ Youth Service. Casework 

Supervisor ---spoke with ---from Allegheny County 
Children and Youth Service who took the report and agreed to see the child in the 
hospital. The agency also followed the protocols established by the In Home Safety 
Manage Process since the mother of the child is still a minor. There were no 
reports of maltreatment between the Mother and Prince's Maternal Grandmother 
and the child was deemed safe. 

Prince Sargent passed away on Sunday, 12/27/2015, after being removed from life 
support. 

Cambria County CYS is awaiting information of Prince S~topsy and · 

toxicology results and medical history from Maryland. --does not believe 
that th~ will offer a definitive determination for the child's death. Police 
Officer._. with the Police Department has been assigned to the 
case and is also awaiting the child's autopsy and toxicology results from the 
Allegheny County Coroner's Office. There have been no charges as of the writing of 
this report. 

On 02/19/2016, Cambria County CYS determined the report involving the death of 
Prince Sargent as-· An alleged perpetrator was never identified and 
medical ractitioners were not able to define a clear etiolo y for the child's death. 

CYS agency dosing the case, the 
concerning sex education and 
members.) It was also noted that 
steps necessary to enroll her into 

Summary of County Strengths, Deficiencies and Recommendations for 
Change as Identified by the County's Child (Near) Fatality Report: 
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• 	 Strengths in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children 
and families 

The county agency's investigation complied with regulations and required 
response times. 

• 	 Deficiencies in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children 
and families 

The Act 33 Team did not reference any specific recommendations. 

• 	 Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on reducing the 
likelihood of future child fatalities and near fatalities directly related to abuse 

The Act 33 Team did not reference any specific recommendations. 

• 	 Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on monitoring 
and inspection of county agencies 

The Act 33 Team did not reference any specific recommendations. 

• 	 Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on collaboration 
of community agencies and service providers to prevent child abuse. 

The Act 33 Team did not reference any specific recommendations. 

Department Review of County Internal Report: 

The CROCYF received Cambria County CYS Child Fatality Summary on 01/26/2016. 
Upon review of the report, CROCYF assessed that the documentation efficiently 
described the incident, the actions taken by the agencies involved, and the current 
status of the case. There were no issues or concerns regarding the content of the 
report. 

Department of Human Services Findings: 

• 	 County Strengths: 

Cambria County CYS was expedient in informing CROCYF of the near fatality 
of Prince Sargent and again when the child passed away. 

The agency utilized an effective community Multidisciplinary Team (MDT); 
members of which represent a wide array of community services, child· 
advocacy, education, mental health, and law enforcement. The MDT team 
was supportive of the agency's response and actions to the report of the near 
fatality. 
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• County Weaknesses: 

At the time of this report, CROCYF has not identified areas of regulatory non­
compliance. 

• Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance by the County Agency: 

At the time of this report, CROCYF has not identified areas of regulatory non­
compliance. 

Department of Human Services Recommendations: 

The CROCYF has no recommendations in regards to this incident. 
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