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Reason for Review:

Pursuant to the Child Protective Services Law, the Department, through OCYF, must
conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse
that result in a fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as
soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was
registered with ChildLine for investigation.

The Child Protective Services Law also requires that county children and youth
agencies convene a.review when a report of child abuse involving a fatality or near
fatality is substantiated or when a status determination has not been made
regarding the report within 30 days of the report to ChildLine.

Berks County Children and Youth Services (Berks County CYS) has not convened a
review team in accordance with the Child Protective Services Law related to this
report. The CPS referral was determined unfounded within 30 days of receiving the
report, so the county was not required to convene a review team.

Family Constellation:

First and Last Name: Relationship: Date of Birth:
Victim child 09/03/2014
Mother 1998
Father 1993

1968
1991

Maternal grandmother
Paternal aunt/Caregiver

* Denotes an individual that is not a household member or did not live in the home
at the time of the incident, but is relevant to the report.

Summary of OCYF Child Near Fatali_t. Review Activities:

The Southeast Region Office of Children, Youth and Families (SERO) obtained and
reviewed all current and past case records pertaining to the family.

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident:

The family had p'rIOr children and youth involvement.

Circumstances of Child Near Fatality and Related Case Activity:

Mother called an ambulance on 7/8/15 after putting her child down for a nap, and
coming back later to find her child unresponsive. Mother reported she put the child
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down around 11:00am. She stepped out into the living room for a minute, and
returned to take a nap with the child. The child was laying on a king size mattress,
closer to the wall and was on her side facing her mother. Mother laid down to take
a nap as well. Mother got up around 2pm and stepped out of the room, and would
check on the child every 5 minutes or so, until around 4pm. At that time, the
mother picked the child up and found her to be unresponsive. Mother reported she
and the MGM kept trying to wake the child, but she would not wake up. Mother
stated she tried pouring a little cold water on the child, and then turned her over
and tapped her on her back to see if she swallowed anything, but nothing came out
and the child was still unresponsive. The ambulance arrived and transported the
child to Reading Hospital and Medical Center. The child was transferred to
Children’s Hospital-of Philadelphia (CHOP) by helicopter.

The mother reported that, for about the past five days, she had been feeding the
child watered down 2% milk because she did not have any formula, and no money
to purchase formula. She further reported she had not taken the child to the
Pediatrician since she was three months old and the child was not up-to-date on her
immunizations.

The mother, who was 16, was not enrolled in school, and did not have a stable

living situation. She was back and forth from her mother’s house in [N, to
h, and to her boyfriend’s house in

Both mother and child appear to be weII bonded. The child recovered and -
on 7/24/15.

Delaware County Children and Youth opened a case on 7/23/15. The referral came
from Berks County CYS. The mother and baby moved to Delaware County to live
with the baby’s paternal aunt. Two home visits were conducted; the first was on
7/24/15 and one on 8/6/15. The paternal aunt provided for mom and bab

The paternal aunt provided

food,.diapers, clothes, and other baby necessities for the baby. Mom got enrolled in
i High School. Mom and the paternal aunt were considering the aunt
having custody of the child. They said they would look into getting a care and
-control letter notarized. _

Berks County CYS closed their case on 8/3/15 after the mother and child returned
to Delaware County. The CPS investigation by Berks County CYS was determined to

be unfounded on 8/3/15 because the hospital conducted a full examination and
found no evident signs of abuse '
The hospital reported the child may have

had a seizure.

Countv Strengths, Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as

Identified by the County’s Child (Near) Fatality Report:




Strengths in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children
and families;

Berks County CYS did not convene a reView team in accordance with the
Child Protective Services Law as the case was unfounded within 30 days.

Deficiencies in compliance with statutes, requlations and services to children
and families;

Berks County CYS did not convene a review team in accordance with the
Child Protective Services Law as the case was unfounded within 30 days.

Recommendations for changes at the state and local Iévels on reducing the
likelihood of future child fatalities and near fatalities directly related to abuse;

Berks County CYS did not convene a review team in accordance with the
Child Protective Services Law as the case was unfounded within 30 days.

Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on monitoring
and inspection of county agencies; and

Berks County CYS did not convene a review team in accordance with the
Child Protective Services Law as the case was unfounded. within 30 days.

Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on collaboration
of community agencies and service providers to prevent child abuse.

Berks County CYS did not convene a review team in accordance with the
Child Protective Services Law as the case was unfounded within 30 days.

4 Department Review of County Internal Report:

Berks County CYS did not convene a review team and a county-ihternal report was
not completed in accordance with the Child Protective Services Law as the case was
unfounded within 30 days.

Department of Human Services Findings:

County Strengths:

The documentation was thorough, citing all of the interactions with the
supervisor, medical staff, and the Police department. Berks County CYS was
also able to locate the family members W|th the frequency of address

- changes and unknown whereabouts.
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e County Weaknesses: and

There were none identified.

e Statutory and Requlatory Areas of Non-Compliance by the County Agency.

There were none identified.

Department of Human Services Recommendations:

The Department recommends that the county continue to conduct thorough
investigations and continue to provide their standard of excellence with regard to

" their documentation.






