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Reason for Review:

Senate Bill 1147, Printer’s Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The
bill became effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As
part of Act 33 of 2008, the Department, through OCYF, must conduct a review and
provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse that result in a fatality
or near fatality. This written report must be completed as soon as possible but no
l[ater than six months after the date the report was registered with ChildLine for

investigation.

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a
review when a report of child abuse involving a fatality or near fatality is
substantiated or when a status determination has not been made regarding the
report within 30 days of the report to ChildLine. Mercer County has not convened a
review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008 related to this report. The county
review team was not convened as the investigation was unfounded within 30 days
of the report being received.

Family Constellation:

First and Last Name: Relationship: Date of Birth
Mother 1988
Father 1993
Mother’s Paramour 1978
Victim child October 29, 2012
Cousin 1997

Summary of OCYF Child (Near) Fatality Review Activities:

The Department interviewed the Mercer County Children and Youth (CYS)
caseworker and supervisor on June 12, 2015 and had phone contact with the
supervisor regarding the physical health status of the child and ongoing case
activity. The Department also had the opportunity to review the file which included
documentation of the case activity related to the Child Protective Services report.

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident:

Mercer County CYS had no prior involvement with this family.

Circumstances of Child Near Fatality ahd Related Case Activity:

On May 26, 2015 Mercer County Children and Youth Services (CYS) received a

report regarding a previously healthy two year old child. It was alleged that the
victim child had possibly ingested the NG




that belonged to mother’s paramour. It was reported that the mother’s paramour
had come to her home that evening to spend the night. The victim child woke up
the evening of May 25, 2015 and came into her mother’s bed. The mother
suspected something was wrong with her daughter due to her labored breathing
and thought she might have ingested something that was on the floor. Initially, the
mother thought she may have ingested i, but her paramour told her it
may have been one of his i pills. The mother transported her daughter to
the local hospital, UPMC Horizon, but she was then life-flighted to Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh (CHP). The attending physician at CHP certified the child to

be in critical/serious condition based on suspected child abuse/neglect. The child
upon admission to CHP to reverse the effects of the

and was expected to survive. The report was also registered for
impairment with both the mother and her paramour named as the alleged
perpetrators.

It was reported that the mother and her paramour had been dating off and on for
eight months prior to the incident. The mother is a registered nurse

Following this incident the mother stated she would not allow her
boyfriend near her daughter again. The child was back with mother the day after
the incident.

Mercer County CYS made an initial visit to the home on May 27, 2015. It was
reported that the child had indeed ingested one * pill that
belonged to the mother’s boyfriend. Mercer County CYS followed up with an
unannounced visit to mother’s home on June 5, 2015 and it was reported that the
home environment was fine and the mother was completely appropriate with no
home safety threats identified. The mother reported that she was no longer dating

her boyfriend. The mother is also providing kinship care to her 17 year old niece.

The ChildLine report was unfounded within 30 days as it was reported that the
incident was an accident. Mercer CYS did not open the family for services. The

attending physician stated the incident appeared to be consistent with being an
accident. b Police stated there would not be charges filed

against either alleged perpetrator.

Summary of County Strengths, Deficiencies and Recommendations for
Change as Identified by the County’s Child (Near) Fatality Report:

o Strengths in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children
and families: No Act 33 Report required.

e Deficiencies in compliance with statutes, regulations and services to children
and families: No Act 33 Report required.

¢ Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on reducing the
likelihood of future child fatalities and near fatalities directly related to abuse:
No Act 33 Report required.




¢ Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on monitoring
and inspection of county agencies: No Act 33 Report required.

s Recommendations for changes at the state and local levels on collaboration
of community agencies and service providers to prevent child abuse: No Act
33 Report Required.

Department Review of County Internal Report:

The Department was not provided a county internal report as there was no required
Act 33 meeting convened due to the report being unfounded within 30 days of the
date of the referral.

Department of Human Services Findings:

o County Strengths:
o Mercer County conducted a proper investigation into the ChildLine and
near fatality of the child, and its conclusions were appropriate and
thorough.

o County Weaknesses:
o No county weaknesses were discovered.

« Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance by the County Agency.
No Statutory or regulatory areas of non-compliance were found by the Department.

Department of Human Services Recommendations:

It is recommended by the Department, on a local and state level, that all

communiti drui iroirams irovide available lock boxes




