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Reason for Review: 

Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill became 
effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As part of Act 33 of 2008, the 
Department, through OCYF, must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of 
suspected child abuse that result in a fatality or near fatality. This written report must be 
completed as soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the report was registered 
with ChildLine for investigation. 

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a 
report of child abuse invdlving a fatality or near fatality is substantiated or when a status 
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the report to ChildLine. 
Upon receipt of the report, and initiation of the investigation, it was not clearly conveyed to 
Delaware County Children and Youth that this report would meet Act 33 guidelines so the 
county was delayed in conducting an Act 33 review. The County Agency did not complete the 
investigation within 30 days of the oral report to ChildLine. 

The County did elect to convene a Multidisciplinary team 
(MDT) review on 01/07/2015. 
Family Constellation: 

First and Last Name: Relationship: Date of Birth 

SidyBah Victim Child 08/14/2006 
Child/ Step-sister 1996 
Mother 1973 
Father 1975 
Sibling 2009 
Sibling 2012 

Notification of Child Fatality: 

The child was brought into The Holy Redeemer Hospital on 12/09/2014 as a full code; the child 
was not resuscitated. Reporting source stated that father was upset at the time they told father 
that child had died. Father is of African descent. Reporting source stated that father was having 
delusions and stating "they finally did it, they killed him". Father stated that the United States is 
persecuting him because the family brought Ebola to the United States. Reporting source stated 
this caused mass chaos for about two hours. The history of the child's 
illness was that child had been vomiting and had diarrhea. Child was seen at The Holy Redeemer 
Hospital on 12/05/2014, treated and discharged. The child then died at home on the 12/09/2014. 
Father's emotional state was in question. Contact was made with Medical Center 
because father said child was treated there. The doctor in shared that child is 

lack of follow up care may 
have contributed to the child's death. Reporting source stated that at the time it didn't seem that 
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Summary Fatality 

- · .. 
. -

.. reported 
-.. 

child had But that information caused the medical staff to be extremely 

of OCYF Review Activities 

The Southeast Region Office Staff attended the Multidisciplinary team (MDT) review on 
01/07/2015. The Southeast Regional Staff interviewed the Delaware County Investigator, 
Supervisor and Intake Administrator. The Regional staff also thoroughly reviewed the Family 
case file, including historical inforniation from out of state. All medical documentation was 
reviewed and medical professionals were consulted to understand as much as possible about the 
child's medical condition leading to the circumstances of the child's death. 

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 

The - family was referred to The Delaware County Children & Youth agency on 
07/23/2013 regarding step-parent/child conflict between .. and step-father, Mr.•. The 
child is - 18 years old and in foster care placement at the time of the referral and at 
the present time the child is Also living in the home was Ms .
- mother, and the three children of Mr. and Ms . .. Sidy (age 8, deceased), 
(age 5)  and -Bah (age 2). 
The family was not cooperative with the Delaware County Children & Youth agency; intake 
staff referred the case to on 09/12/2013. The 
- worker had a difficult time meeting with or the parents, and eventually was able to 
make contact with .. at school on 09/29/2013, at which time not feeling safe in 
her home. Im reported that she was not allowed in her bedroom, had to sleep on couch 
cushions on the kitchen floor, and .. did not wan to remain in the home. spends a lot of 
time with a woman that calls "grandmother" (a family friend). 

After an extensive 
search was placed in Kinship with a family member. The family remained evasive with 
allowing access to the other three children in the home and reported that they were leaving for 

, MA on 10/13/2013 so the mother could - and they had no plans of takii 
with them. They also stated they did not know if they were coming back to PA after 

There were ongoing concerns about the children in the home; Rose had not seen a 
doctor or dentist for several years, so there was suspicion the other children had not as well, but 
the parents would not sign releases io get records. Sidy Bah was the only school age child, but 
the family reported he was homeschooled. School District had no record of Sidy 

Bah. The family home 
appeared to be vacated during an unannounced home visit on 10/17/2013. A neighbor reported 
having not seen the family for a while. On 10/24/2013, the worker was able to confirm 
with Hospital in , CT that the mother was 

Several more home visits were attempted and phone calls in the 
month of October to the family, with no response. Mail sent to the home after October 2013 
was returned to the Delaware County Children & Youth agency as "undeliverable, unable to 
forward." Their paralegal completed a diligent search (in Jan. 2014) and was able to get a PO 

Box for the family in -· 
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When the paralegal checked in with the post office, the employee he spoke to knew the family 
and reported they had moved, but had kept their PO Box. The placement caseworker continued 
to do unannounced home visits to the family's home in - but no one was there . .. 
remained in foster care placement and had no contact with her mother, and the County Agency 
did not have contact information for the biological father 

On 04/10/2014, The Delaware County Children & Youth agency received a phone call from the 
Connecticut Department of Children and Families rep01iing they were open with the family, who 
were residing in a motel. The children were not emolled in school and C01mecticut Department 
of Children and Families wanted to verify their birth dates and social security numbers. The 
Connecticut Department of Children & Families further reported that the mother was very ill. 
The placement worker requested updated medical information, and addresses for the family from 

· Connecticut. The agency is still awaiting documentation from Connecticut with the confirmation 
that the family was residing in CT and open for services in that state. At this time Delaware 
County Agency closed services with the 3 children in the home. 

Circumstances of Child Fatality and Related Case Activity: 

On 12/10/2014, the agency followed up with Connecticut Department of Children and Families 
to determine what had happened with the family, as they had no knowledge they had returned to 
Pennsylvania. Connecticut Department of Children and F amilies informed to Delaware County 
Children and Youth that Sidy had been ill and the family left Connecticut and went to 
Pennsylvania at the end of November of 2014 with the intention of getting a second opinion from 
a medical doctor in Pennsylvania regarding Sidy' s medical condition, with the plan to return to 
Connecticut within a week. The supervisor and the caseworker from Delaware County Children 

· and Youth were able to determine that Sidy had been seen by a physician at Holy Redeemer 

Hospital on 12/05/2014. The Supervisor spoke with the doctor who reported that Sidy was 

diagnosed 


According to Delaware County Children and Youth, the intake investigation was - on 
02/15/2015. There was not enough to - the report since the father did bring the child for a 
second opinion and was told to bring the child to the hospital if symptoms got worse which he 
did. The child died of an auto immune disease which is not genetic. Regarding the other two 
children in the home, Delaware County Children & Youth had not seen them since December 
2014. According to Delaware County Children & Youth and the notes reviewed, the worker went 
to the home every week at different times using different cars. The worker had heard the family 
in the home, but they would not open the door. Delaware County Children & Youth had sent 
workers out on the weekend but they had not been able to access the home. 

school age so Delaware County Children and Youth were not able to see them in that setting. 
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and the team then felt there was nothing further that Delaware County Children and 
Youth could do to try to engage the fan1ily. The last time the family communicated with 
Delaware Cmmty Children and Youth was in December 2014. The family left a note in a plastic 
bag in the door and asked that Delaware County Children and Youth leave them alone tmless 
they can bring their Sidy (victim child) back. 

Current Case Status: 

On 06/26/2015 Delaware County Children and Youth stated that there was nothing more they 
could do to try to engage the family. 

On 12/05/2015, the Delaware County Children and Youth previous placement worker received a 
call from the Connecticut Departinent of Children and Families asking for the last known address 
for the family in Pennsylvania. Connecticut Department of Children and Families did not 

. provide any information to Delaware County Children and Youth about the family. 

On 12/09/2 014, Delaware County Children and Youth received a report 
Bah had been taken to the hospital and was pronounced dead when he arrived. 

On 12/ 10/2 014, the agency followed up with Connecticut Department of Children and Families 
to determine what had happened with the family, as they had no knowledge they had returned to 
Pennsylvania. Connecticut Department of Children and Families informed to Delaware County 
Children and Youth that Sidy had been ill and the family left Connecticut and went to 
Pennsylvania at the end of November of 2014 with the intention of getting a second opinion from 
a medical doctor in Pennsylvania regarding Sid's medical condition, with the plan to return to 
Connecticut within a week. The supervisor, and the caseworker from Delaware County Children 
and Youth, were able to determine that Sidy had been seen by a physician at Holy Redeemer 
Hospital on 12/05/2014. The Supervisor spoke with the doctor 

The Delaware County Children and Youth agency was able to get Sidy' s records from Holy 
Redeemer Hospital. Initially, after speaking with CID Detective -' this was not considered 

and Delaware County Children and Youth were handling it as a •. The 
supervisor and her worker assessed the two remaining children in the home. At that time the 
children appear to be safe. The older child, - (5 years old), reported feeling safe in the 
home. The home was clean, orderly, and stocked with food. The children appear bonded to their 
parents and unfearful. The father continued to be very resistant to Delaware County Children and 
Youth involvement. The father had not signed releases for his two children, although Delaware 
County Children and Youth continued to make attempts. Connecticut Department of Children 
and Families reported that they had no concerns with the other two children and were sending to 
Delaware County Children and Youth documentation of medical appointments for those two 
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County Strengths Change by 
County's Fatality Report: 

Department County Report: 

Department Findings: 

•County Strengths: 

•County 

•Statutory Regulatory Non-Compliance: 

Department 

other children. The other two children had not been seen by a doctor since their return to 
Pennsylvania after moving back to Pennsylvania. - is also 
not in school. He turned 5 in September, so may have missed the cut off for enrollment in 
Connecticut, but Delaware County Children and Youth is also aware that the family reported 
Sidy was homeschooled. 

and Deficiencies and Recommendations for as Identified the 
Child 

NIA 

Review of Internal 

NIA 

of Human Services 

The Delaware County Children and Youth Agency worked meticulously looking at all of the aspects of 
this case. The County did elect to convene a Multidisciplinary team (MDT) review. The County was 
intensely gathering infonnation from the Connecticut State Department of Children and Families and with 
the . Hospital in -, CT. The Delaware County Children and Youth Agency also sent the 
worker to the home every week at different times using different cars. The Delaware County Children and 
Youth sent workers out on the weekend but they had not been able to access the home. 

Weaknesses: 

The Delaware County Children and Youth Agency closed the case when they were unable to access. 


and Areas of 
None identified 

of Human Services Recommendations 

The Delaware County Children & Youth Agency should develop protocols and procedures regarding 
families that do not allow them access when there has been serious injury and/or death to a child. 
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