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Reason for Review: 

Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill became 
effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33of2008. As part ofAct 33of2008, 
DPW must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse 
that result in a child fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as soon as 
possible but no later than six months -after. the date the report was registered with ChildLine for 
investigation. 

Act 33 of2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a 
report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status 
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to 
ChildLine. MONTGOMERY County has convened a Near Fatality Review Team in 
accordance with Act 33of2008 related to this report on 06/30/14. 

Family Constellation: 

Relationship: Date of Birth: 
Victim Child 04/08/14 
Biological Mother 77 
Biological Father 71 

Name: 

Maternal Grandmother 

reported that the victim child was transported by ambulance to 
their emergency room on 05/29/14. Upon an·ival, the father stated that he was feeding the baby, 
and that he dropped the baby on the soft arm of the couch that day at about 6:30pm. The child 
went limp, stopped breathing, and was unresponsive. Theifather stated that he shook his son in 
an attempt to wake him, contacted 911 and administered CPR. The child was a "critical patient" 
while in the ambulance, but he was alert and responsive at the hospital. Due to medical staffs 
initial assessment of , the child was stabilized and immediately 
flown to CHOP. reported that there was a strange dynamic 
between the mother and the father, as the mother did not appear to be upset and did not ask 
questions. The father was teary-eyed when he came in, which doctors described as a "guilty 

ear Fatalitv: 

cry." The father kept saying "It's my fault" when he found out about the 
The mother was very distant. The father's story reportedly does not inatch the injuries, as the 
injuries are more typical of a shake or a slam. The child was flown to CHOP (Children's 
Hospital of Philadelphia), where doctors later certified the abuse as a near-fatality. 

Summary of DPW Child (Near) Fatality Review Activities: 
The Southeast Region Office of Children, Youth and Families (SERO) obtained and reviewed all 
case record infom1ation provided by Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth 

2 



pertaining to the ; which included the review of the 
medical records from both and CHOP (ChildTen's Hospital of 
Philadelphia). The child's case record included the County's assessment and investigation 
records, their ongoing structured case notes, progress notes ru1d court orders along with the safety 
and risk assessments completed until the case was opened for ongoing services on 06/12/14. 

SERO initiated and maintained contact with the. investigator, and her 
supervisor, , throughout the completion ofthe. investigation. 

The regional office also participated in the Act 33 Near Death Review Team meeting at the 
Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth on 06/30/14 where the outcome of the 
investigation was discussed along with the qualifying infonnation that supported 

based on medical evidence, information acquired during the 
investigation and admission on the part of the perpetrator, , biological father. It 
was also revealed by the Montgomery County District Attorney's Office that the 
-Police'Depruiment has filed criminal charges against for aggravated 
assault, simple assault, reckless endangerment and endangering the welfare of a child with a 
hearing on these matters pending. 

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 

No prior involvement by Montgomery c01mty office of children and youth. 

Circumstances of Child (Near) Fatalitv and Related Case Activity: 
05/30/14

• 	 Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth received 
involving an allegation of a 
-which was later certified as a Near Fatality 

reported 

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). 

of the• Law Enforcement Organization (LEO) refenal was made to Detective 
Police Depruiment. 

• 	 A Preliminru·y Safety Assessment was completed at the hospital determining no pending 
safety threats.since the child was hospitalized with unsupervised visits with the biological 
mother only. 

6/3/14 
• 	 A second Safety Assessment was completed. based on new information revealing 

previous that was unexplained and 
thought to be-related to an-action-bythe biological-father; and the admission-by the father
that he vigorously shook the victim child, in this instance, which CHOP confirmed was 
consistent with the cause of the existing injuries. The victim child was determined to be 
Unsafe based on this new information with a determination to -
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• 
MCCYS placing the child in foster care with weekly supervised 

visits by the biological parents at the offices of children and youth. 

06/06/14 
• Updated Safety Assessment completed based on new information confirming that father 

· did cause injuries as a result of him shaking child as the father admitted. Safe with Plan 
based on SCAN Team detennination that pattern of abuse links father to the injuries, not 

• 
the mother . 

biological father is to remove himself from residence with only supervised contact with 
the victim child conducted by MCCYS; and the mother is to be supervised by an 
approved caregiver which will be the maternal grandmother who will reside in their 
household. 

06/30/14 
• 	 CY 48 Case Status of an Indicated case of abuse based on medical evidence, information 

acquired during the investigation and admission on the part of the perpetrator, 

- biological father 

Current Case Status: 

06/12/14 
• 	 with follow-up medical appointments with his 

pediatrician in 2 months for a Well Check, 

06/30/14 
• 	 Montgomery County District Attorney's Office reported that the 

Police Department has filed criminal charges against for aggravated 
assault, simple assault, reckless endangerment and _endangering the welfare of a child 

with a hearing on these matters pending. 

County Strengths and Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as Identified by the 
County's Child (Near) Fatality Report: 

• 	 Strengths: 

The County conducted their investigation collaboratively with all the Multidisciplinary 
Team members and assured safety -oI the victi.m -child at all times. 

• 	 Deficiencies: 

None identified. 


• 	 Recommendations for Change at the Local Level: 
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Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth has recommended to hospitals that · 
Fathers should be encouraged to attend pre-natal appointments and parenting education 
which should include paternal interaction with infants; and 
Medical Providers should include Fathers as active participants in the pre-natal, birth and 
child rearing process. 

• 	 Recommendations for Change at the State Level: 

None identified. 


Department Review of County Internal Report: 
The Near Fatality Review Report was received by the SERO on 11/12114 and discussed with 
their Quality Assurance Administrator, . The Southeast Regional Office concuned 
with the County's findings and requires no additional information considering the thoroughness 
of their investigation. · 

Department of Public Welfare Findings: 

• 	 County Strengths: 
Montgomery County Office of Children and Youth insured that the Southeast 
Regional Office was kept updated with the changing disposition of this case 
throughout their investigation and into the period ofproviding services to the family. 
The Southeast Regional Office received timely documentation of their CPS 
Investigation Report and related case notes; and safety and risk assessment that 
supported their implementation of the different safety plans as the case evolved. 

• 	 County Weaknesses: 

None Identified 


• 	 Statutory and Regulatory Areas ofNon-Compliance: 

None identified 


Department of Public Welfare Recommendations: 
Southeast Regional Office has no recommendations at this time for the County 
conducted a well-coordinated, complete and effective investigation that resulted in the 
best outcome for this victim child and his family. 
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