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Reason for Review:

Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill became
effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As part of Act 33 of 2008, DPW
must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse that
result in a child fatality or near fatality. This written report must be completed as soon as possible
but no later than six months after the date the report was registered with ChildLine for
investigation. ‘

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a
report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to
ChildLine. Delaware County has convened a review team on March 7, 2012 in accordance with
Act 33 of 2008 related to this report.

Family Cohstellation:

Name: Relationship: Date of Birth:.

Mya Correa victim child 07/25/2010
mother 1987
sister 2003
sister 2004

Other family members: '
: paramour '

Notification of Child Fatality:

On 02/17/2012, Delaware County received a call ||| I conceming victim child Mya
Correa. | reported that victim child had been sick for a few days, wheezing and coughing.
Mother found victim child on 02/17/2012 not breathing and called paramedics. Victim Child was
transported to Chester Crozer hospital where she was pronounced dead. Victim child had small
bruises on her body, abdomen, chest, arms, and back. There was a report stating that there was
some plastic material found in the victim child’s bed. There was concern of suffocation. The

mother and paramour were the only adults in the home at the time of the incident. The mother’s
two other children were also in the home.

1981
1988

Summary of DPW Child Fatality Review Activities:
The Southeast Regional Office of Children, Youth and Families obtained and reviewed all current
and past case information pertaining to the B -ily. Folow up interviews were
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conducted with the Delaware Co. Caseworker, | NNl 2nd Delaware County Intake
Administrator,

Summary of Services to Family:

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident:
There was no Children and Youth involvement prior to incident.

Circumstances of Child Fatality and Related Case Activity:

On 2/17/2012 Delaware County received a report registered as a fatality with
identified at the time of incident as , and
I \Victim child’s siblings reported to-investigators that prior to the day of incident, -they were
playing with victim child in a pillow fight and victim child fell off of the bed. According to a
Delaware County Detective both mother and mother’s paramour took a polygraph test and both
failed the test; however, mother’'s paramour failed the test extremely badly. All members of the
immediate household were interviewed, including mother’s paramour. It was reported that prior to
the day of the incident, victim child was coughing and wheezing for a couple of days but slept
through the night the day before incident occurred. Mother found child not breathing and called
for the police and ambulance. The child was transported to Chester Crozer hospital at 9:20 AM.
Medical evidence concluded that victim child sustained non-accidental blunt force trauma
including ; multiple bruises on the abdomen, back, along the
right arm; small bruise on anterior shin; internal injuries that include
and bruising to the

. There had been initial
~ concern indicated by medical officials related to possible suffocation due to finding plastic material
in the victim child’s bedroom (this plastic material was a plastic bag); however, there was no
evidence of child suffocating. Victim child was pronounced dead at 9:58am on 2/17/2012.

. Current Case Status:

e Victim child’s siblings were residing with their maternal aunt with a safety plan of supervised
‘visits with biological mother. The safety plan was modified in August 2012 and the children
were returned home to biological mother with SCOH services being implemented.

e Mother’s paramour continues to be incarcerated in the criminal justice system on unrelated
charges. ' .

- I -\ -stigation revealed that the case was || both
biological mother and mother’s paramour.

e Mother recently enrolled in :
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County Strengths and Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as Identified by the
County’s Child Fatality Report:

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a
report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to
ChildLine. Philadelphia County has convened a review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008
" related to this report on March 7, 2012.

o Strengths:
o Investigation was completed in a timely fashion.

e Deficiencies:
o None noted
e Recommendations for Change at the Local Level:
o None noted :
o Recommendations for Change at the State Level:
A greater collaboration from the local law enforcement agencies in regards to fatalities and
near fatalities.

Department Review of Co'unt_v Internal Report: |

The Southeast Region has received and reviewed the county’s Act 33 review, and is in
agreement with their findings.

Deparfment of Public Welfare Findings:

e County Strengths:
o None noted

e County Weaknesses:
o None noted

o Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance:
o None noted :

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations:

e County should train staff and speak with law enforcement agencies to develop more
collaborative working relationships with the two agencies.






