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Reason for Review:

Senate Bill 1147, Printer’'s Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill
became effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. As part of
Act 33 of 2008, DPW must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of
suspected child abuse that resuit in a child fatality or near fatality. This written report
must be completed as soon as possible but no later than six months after the date the
report was registered with ChildLine for investigation.

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review
when a report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when
a status determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the
oral report to ChildLine. Fayette County has convened a review team in accordance
with Act 33 of 2008 related to this report.

Family Constellation:

Name: Relationship: Date of Birth:

1987
1993
1988

Father
Mother
Maternal uncle
Paternal grandfather 1965
Maternal grandmother 1969
Victim child 09/28/2011

Notification of Child (Near) Fatality:

On 12/01112, the victim child was brought to the | emergency room
by the mother and paternal grandfather at 11:30 am. The child’s mother reported that
the child was near the couch in their home when he twisted himself around and fell to
the ground. According to the mother, the couch was low to the ground. The mother
reported that she went to check on the child, ild had then begun shaking.
ACT scan was performed on the child at [ whlch d;agnosed the child
with a EiT e . The child came to B L unresponsive and
had to be resusmtated B L certified the child in
critical condition. Dr. | did not believe the child fell, but was shaken by the mother.

it was reported that the father was hunti e t|me of the incident. The child was
transferred to around 3:.00 PM

The child EE T 2/01/12 to (R

The incident was registered as a Near Fatality on 12/01/12. The on call worker for
Fayette County Children and Youth Services (CYS) contacted Allegheny County
Children, Youth and Families (CYF) for a courtesy visit. Allegheny County CYF

conducted a courtesy visit at £ 11 for Fayette County CYS on 12/01/12,

2




Summary of DPW Child (Near) Fatality Review Activities:

The Western Region Office of Child Youth and Families obtained and reviewed all
the case records pertaining to the | = family. The regional office also
participated in the County Internal Fatality Review Team meeting on January 23, 2013.

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident:

Fayette County Children and Youth Services had no prior involvement with the victim
child or the child’s family.

Circumstances of Near Fatality and Related Case Activity:

On 12/01/12 Fa ette County CYS received a report that the victim child was brought to
the R L EE cmergency room in critical condition. The initial explanation
prowded by the parents was that the child fell near a couch, twisted and hit his head off
the fioor which resulted in the child convulsing and eventuail rendering him
unconscious. The medical staff that treated the child at & | believed the
initial explanation of the injuries to be inconsistent wi es the child suffered. It
was determmed by a CT scan performed at fl that the child had a
B consistent with TSRS
chltd ma have been ‘shaken.” The child was transported for further testing at

The incident was registered as a Near Fatality on 12/01/12. Pennsyivania State Police
were notified and the assigned crime trooper began corresponding with the on-call
worker for Fayette County CYS regarding details of chiid’s injuries and incident.

rooper 11 of PA State Police interviewed the child's mother at RS R EES S
B | on 12/01/12. The mother was able to explain who was in the home and what
thelr roles were in the incident. The mother, father, paternal grandfather, maternal
grandmother, maternal uncle, and child reside in the home. The father was aliegedly
hunting and the grandmother was working when child was injured. The mother was
present on one couch, the uncle on the other couch and the grandfather was in the ‘
bathroom. The uncle was not at the hospital during the initial interview, so he could not
be interviewed. The mother maintained that the child fell off the couch (a statement
differing from her initial explanation that he fell near the couch) obtaining the injury that
led to the hospital admission. The grandfather also verified that he was in the bathroom.
He stated that when he came out of the bathroom he transported the child with mother
to the EEEERL | after initially contacting 811. The family did not want to wait
for the ambulance so the grandfather and mother decided to transport the child to the




hospital themselves. Both maintain that they passed the ambulance on the way to the
hospital.

On 12/03/12, the PA State Trooper and the assigned caseworker from Fayette County
CYS discussed the incident and interviews at that stage of the investigation. Trooper
B reported that the mother was B : G
which may have contributed to the abuse of the child. The area where the child felE in
the home is plywood covered with an area rug. The surface, according to Trooper f
was not very hard and unlikely to cause such a significant injury.

/12 the caseworker from Fayette CYS saw the child at [ElEk RiEEE D
2. During the visit, present at the hospital were maternal grandmother mother
fathr, Dr. .| from the child advocacy center as well as a hospital social worker.

R was read to the mother and father at this time. The worker was able to

or records for the child's primary doctor, IR f_;;_;_

ST B had just started within the 2 weeks and D TGS
o had been provrdlng in home nursing assistance since the mother was 3
months pregnant Bl services had recently begun due to concerns with the child not
walking or playing with age appropriate toys.

The mother and father were interviewed. Both parents deny any excessive discipline,
domestic violence or drugs and aicohol in the home. The father stated that he was
hunting when child got injured. He was notified by phone and got back home as soon as
possible.

Dr. BEERES Was consulted on 12/03/12. The child did have [
BB consistent with “Shaken Baby.” The official diagnosis was | e i
consistent with physical abuse.

On 12/05/12, PA State Trooper B interviewed the mother again. On that date the
mother admrtted to shaking the child after the child would not stop crying. She stated
that she was tired and did not get much sleep the night before. She shook the child until
he stopped crying. The mother was arrested on this day and placed in B County
Jail. The mother was charged with aggravated assauit, simple assauit, endangering the
welfare of a child, and reckless endangerment.

On 12/07/12 the Fayette County caseworker interviewed the mother again in light of her
recent confession and subsequent arrest. The mother at that time recanted her
statements and claimed that she was coerced by the Trooper. She stated that the child
was injured in the manner she initially disclosed, that he fell off the couch (again this
contradicts her initial explanation that he fell near the couch). The mother did agree to
enter into a safety plan of no unsupervised visitation with child, and that visits would be
supervised by the agency. The mother made the agency aware that she was not
allowed to have any contact with the child due to order from Judge at the arraignment
hearing.




The child was transferred to the T2 2 on 12/31/12. The

maternal grandmother was given me cal consent

The county’s Fatality/Near Fatality Review Team was conducted on 01/23/12. There
were 23 participants from Fayette Count CYS, Department of Public Welfare, PA State
Pol;ce Crimes Victims Center, [ L1, Fayette County CYS advisory board,

B o the Child Welfare Resource Center.

The uncle and paternal grandfather were interviewed on 01/25/13; both deny witnessing
any abuse or having any role in the injuries of the child.

The initial statements from the family that the child fell off the couch were proven to be
inaccurate and facking any validity. Medical evidence suggests that the child suffered
multiple injuries from one i d|V|du Immdentwnh the onl 055|ble causebem child
abuse. The child had EEESEE SR e e

He will Itkely never reach prewous IeveI of functronlng before the m;ury
Child will need specialized care for the unforeseeable future.

On 01/29/13 The CY 48 was sent to ChildLine indicating the mother as the alleged
perpetrator of physical abuse resulting in Near Fatality. The agency believed that there
was enough medical evidence to suggest that the child was physically abused. The
mother also admitted to the alleged abuse despite later recanting her statements. The
safety plan was ano contact order between the chlfd and hzs mother The child
remained at fiEE GO aEe SR

Current Case Status:

The child was transferred to the & . on 12/31/12. The
maternal grandmother was given medical consent. The agency continues to be involved
on a general protective service level to provide services for the family and assure the
safety and well-being of the child.

As per mother's Bond Agreement and Magistrate Order, the mother is to have no
contact with the child. Fayette County Children and Youth Services in conjunction with




Family Solutions are in the 'process of arranging supervised visits between child and his
father.

issues. The child’s maternal grandmother is keepmg scheduled a
child and has transferred his medlcal care to
have his PCP appointments at § o

om’ﬁments for the

hae fop cl .' t  in December 2013.

I visitation with his father is in the
planned due to a no-contact

process o _
order related to her criminal charges. [

The hi!d is reivin

: The family is
aIso working with SR £ | staff from that agency is in the home at least once a
week, more frequently |f needed Fayette County Chiidren and Youth case
management services are continuing.

The child’s mother is out of jail on bond. She currently resides in EEEEEEH PA. She
lives in the home alone and maintains employment at a discount store She is currently
charged with Aggravated Assault, Simple Assault, Endangering the Welfare of a Child,
Reckless Endangerment. A Pre-trial conference is scheduled for July 29, 2013.

County Strengths and Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as
Identified by the County’s Child {Near) Fatality Report:

Strengths:

The Agency response times were appropriate based on the information in the initiai
reports received. During the course of the investigation collateral contacts were made
and the family was given information on community resources.

During the county’s Fatality/Near Fatality Review Team meeting, it is believed that the
Agency did act appropriately based on the information received at time of the referral,
during the investigation, and from collateral contacts.




The agency will be involved as well on a general protective service level to provide
services for the family and assure the safety and well-being of the child.

Deficiencies:
None identified.

Recommendations for Change at the Local Level:

None identified.

Recommendations for Change at the State Leve:

None identified.

Department Review of County Internal Report:

The Department received Fayette County’s Final Near Fatality Report on January 31,
2013; the report satisfactorily describes the near fatality event and the agency's
subsequent intervention.

Department of Public Welfare Findings:

County Strengths:

Fayette County Children and Youth Services responded and acted appropriately to the
child abuse allegations and implemented a safety plan for the victim child which
included no unsupervised visitation by the mother with the child. This case was
presented to the county Fatality/Near Fatality Review Team on 01/23/12.

The county indicated the child abuse investigation for B = ®  on 01/29/2013,
identifying the child’s mother as the perpetrator of the abuse. Fayette County Children
and Youth Services continue to extend services to the family.

The county filed all the required documents in the required time frame.

County Weaknesses:

There were no weaknesses identified.

Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance:

There were no areas of non-compliance identified during the review.




Department of Public Welfare Recommendations:

There are no recommendations from the Department.






